
Middle East International School October 2017  

New Website 

Www.misqatar.com School starts at 7:15 a.m. 

Being on time helps students develop lifelong habits for the world 

of work and ensures a smooth, organized start to their day.  This is 

important as young learners build habits of working and learning in 

classrooms. 

School Ends at 2:00 p.m.  (12:30 p.m. for KG) 

Picking up early is not advised.  Students miss valuable closure and re-

minders that are done in the final minutes of the day.   

Why is being     

accredited        

important? 

Being accredited shows the staff 

and school commitment to excel-

lence.  Like students, staff should 

always be engaged in growing and 

developing professionally.  I’ve 

heard the analogy, “Would you 

want your doctor to operate on you 

the same way she did ten years 

ago?”  The answer is obviously, 

“No.”  In education, although there 

are some tried and true methods, 

our field continues to change and 

our continuous improvement 

drives how well students achieve. 

Core Values:       

Responsibility,        

Integrity, Community, 

Empathy 

Welcome New Students!! 

By the third week of school, the majority of our students have arrived and 

settled into the routines of school.  This year, we processed approximately 

233 admission requests.  From this, approximately 147 students were   

accepted including our 45 newest kindergarten students.   

The students who were accepted are of the following nationalities: 

Algerian = 1 American=14 Bahraini=3 British=1 

Canadian=2 Egyptian=45 Indian=2 Indonesian=4 

Iranian=3 Iraqi=2 Jordanian=20 Lebanese=3 

Libyan=2 Moroccan=2 Nepali=1 Nigerian=2 

Pakistani=5 Palestinian=7 Pilipino=8 Qatari=7 

Sudanese=3 Syrian=6 Turkish=1 Venezuelan=1 

Yemeni=2    

We want to welcome each of these students and their families!  Thank you 

for making MIS your choice and continuing your education with us. 

MIS accepts admissions starting in March of each year.  All families who 

apply move through the admissions process including the admission test-

ing.  Some families apply to multiple schools or have a change in plans, 

while others pursue a seat at MIS and start school with us in the fall. 

We pride ourselves on continuing to be a diverse, international represen-

tation of Qatar striving to be competitive in the international community. 



October 

Events 

October 8-12 

MAP Testing for all students in 

Grade 1—Grade 11 

October 11 

PSAT for students Grade 10 and 

Grade 11 

October 12 

Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 

October 26 

Character Day 

KG and Elementary only 

November 9 

End of Quarter 1 

Save the Dates 

Our school calendar is filled with wonderful events we hope you, as par-

ents, will join!  Please watch the upcoming newsletters for specifics. 

 December—Foundation Day/Qatar National Day (evening events) 

 February 15/22—Sports Day at various levels (school day events) 

 March 15—International Day events (school day events) 

 April 26—Academic Night (evening events) 

 June 2018—Elementary, Middle and High School Recognition 

Events (school day events) 

This is, of course, in addition to parent-teacher conferences.   

Parent Survey 

Please watch for our Parent Survey coming in November.  Surveys are 

a way for you to give us feedback on how we are doing as well as valu-

able suggestions to improve our services. 

Our Staff 

This year we welcomed new staff to our MIS family.  Each brings out-

standing credentials in the area they are working in.  As parents exam-

ine schools, they often ensure the school is licensed and accredited (as 

we are).  But, another quality to look at is whether teachers are teach-

ing in their area of certification or if they have a teaching background.  

Each of the new members of our staff (and 100% of the current, 

veteran staff) are teaching in their area of certification.  Please wel-

come the following new staff members: 

High School French  - Ms. Ameni Mezni 

Grade 1 – Ms. Danica Ugalino 

Arabic – Our temporary Arabic teacher, Ms. Nesrin, who will be with us 

for first semester for two maternity leaves 

School Counselor – Ms. Poonam Bedi 

Islamic – Ms. Hanan Seyam 

KG English – Ms. Iman Gehani 

Grade 6/7 Science – Ms. Jaya Sigy 

KG1—Ms. Faith Timateo 

Email 

As a part of our service to you, we pro-

vide our correspondence via email.   

Please make sure that we have your 

updated email. 

If you do not receive anything from us, 

please check your child’s book bag for 

something requesting your email. 

When we have your email, you receive: 

 Lesson Plans 

 Newsletters 

 Special Announcements 

 Event Updates 

 Community Opportunities 



If Communication is Key...Where do I find… 

Email Addresses for all Staff...Please check the website.  Email for all staff are listed as a link in the upper 

right corner. 

Lesson Plans….We are uploading them to One Drive.  By now, you received a link.  Please use the link to access 

all the lesson plans related to your child.  We do not send hardcopies or individual emails; we count on parents to 

use their email account! 

Grades...The best source for a current update is the teacher.  Otherwise, report cards are provided four 

times each year in hard copy. 

Attendance Information...Email your child’s principal for any concerns with attendance.  The principal emails 

can be found on the leadership team page of the website and through the link to all staff emails in the upper right 

corner. 

School Calendar...Check the website.  It is in the upper right corner under “Quicklinks”. 

Early Release Dates….Check the website.  Early Release dates are listed on the school calendar. 

General Information...Check the newsletter.  The current and past issues of the newsletter are on the web-

site. 

Tuition Payments/Financial/Books/Busing...Stop by the office during business hours on school days (7:00-

2:00 p.m.) 

Admissions...Check the website for the admissions packet and talk with Ms. Katrina. 

Employment at MIS...Check the website for available positions.  We update it regularly. 

Extra Help? 

Because your student is enrolled in a college-prep American curricu-

lum school, they may sometimes need extra help.  Specifically, we 

see in our new enrollments a general weakness in math as they join 

us from other schools. 

How can they get extra help? 

#1  Ask the classroom teacher for a specific time for specific help. 

#2  For middle school students, teachers offer remedial assistance 

  during the student lunch.  The student lunch is 50 minutes   

  long, so taking a few minutes for extra help in math is a service 

  we offer. 

#3  Ask the teacher for a recommendation of a strong student in  

  their subject who may be able to assist. 

For our students in Grades KG2-Grade 5, automaticity is needed.  At 

home, parents can drill with flashcards the addition, subtraction, mul-

tiplication and simple division facts.  This will help future math 

achievement a great deal!! 



China Trip Planning Continues 

Ms. Lottie and Dr. Sue held the first meeting with interested students 

during the high school lunch on September  25.  At the meeting, a 

general itinerary for the trip, qualifications for consideration, and 

deadlines were shared.  As we are still researching costs, a tentative 

cost was shared.  Parents who would like a copy of the tentative plan 

can email Dr. Sue at:  susan.borden@misqatar.com 

If you have an interested student, the option is still open to all stu-

dents in Grades 9-12.  Because this is the first trip to China, we will 

be keeping the group small, 10-12 students at the most with one fe-

male chaperone.   

Parents have asked if they can attend.  The answer is “no.”  Trips are 

planned for students to stay with host families and experience the op-

portunity of learning while living (briefly) abroad.  The decision to al-

low your child to travel on a school trip should not be undertaken 

lightly—maturity, a level of independence and an interest in learning 

about other cultures are key factors.   

New Website 

This week we have been 

adding to the Community 

Opportunities page of our website..  

This page shares afterschool activities 

for students collected in one place.  It 

includes everything including:  dragon 

boat racing, ballet, sailing,      soccer, art 

and music opportunities. 

http://www.misqatar.com/school-

activities/community-opportunities  

Check out our website weekly as we add 

to it and for the weekly announcements 

on the callout on the home page! 

Books 

Thank you for your patience with our books coming in.  By now, early 

October, you should have received all books that are paid for.   

Although the school placed the order in early June our supplier was 

not able to make the August deadline.  Please know that we appreci-

ate your patience.   

Thank you also to our teachers who were very flexible as they waited 

for materials to come in.  We appreciate their understanding that 

sometimes things are out of our control and we do our very best to 

problem solve for everyone involved as quickly as possible. 

EdCamp Qatar 

The following teachers will attend Ed-

Camp Qatar on Saturday, October 5.   

Thank you to them for the extra effort to 

learn and grow as professionals.   

 

First Fire Drill 

Our first fire drill was held on September 26, 2017 at 7:30 a.m.  Stu-

dents were prepared in advance by classroom teachers to ensure 

that they understand their roles and responsibilities.  As parents, you 

can anticipate several more drills as we master our safety procedures 

and work toward keeping our 800+ students safe. 

Investing 

in MIS 

Each month we highlight a few of the in-

vestments we are making to continue to 

develop MIS as a center of learning in the 

country.  The list is a little shorter this 

month as many of the big projects were 

done over the summer break: 

Here are some new additions for August 

and September: 

 Adding desks and chairs for new staff 

 Purchasing school supplies for class-

rooms 

Ms. Lottie Dr. Sue 

Ms. Haylin Ms. Almas 

Ms. Kristi Ms. Anie 

  



September Students  

of the Month: 

 

KG—Zoe Adrielle Lecaros Ayson  

Grade 1—Ralph Jacob Dela Cruz Miclat 

Grade 2—Sarah Salaheddin Yousef Alotaibi 

Grade 3—Rob Tristan Mercado Hernandez 

Grade 4—Gregory Zach Fernandez Ybanez 

Grade 5—Yamin Bassam Shafiek Abu Khalil 

Grade 6—Amal Omar Ibrahim Ahmed 

Grade 7—Luzienne Knoll Calsado 

Grade 8—Ward Ahmad Latif 

Grade 9—Hanan Riaz 

Grade 10—Sean Michael 

Grade 11—Janessa Sophia Paderes 

Grade 12—Zahwa Puspita Jalas 

 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.  They helped us start our 

school year in a very positive way! 

Teacher Feature:  Ms. Saba  

Many of our teachers hold a master’s degree in education or the 

specific area they teach.  Ms. Saba, English, is just beginning 

her journey toward her second master’s at Oxford University. 

Ms. Saba has a background in English Literature and Language 

holding three masters level qualifications marked with having a 

distinction in TESOL. She has been associated with Middle 

East International School since 2012 with 15 years teaching ex-

perience. She initially joined as English Honors teacher; she is 

the Subject Coordinator for English at present.  

Ms. Saba has always been observed striving for continuous 

learning. She was selected as a national presenter in Teaching 

and Learning Forum Conference in 2017.  She has been con-

ducting professional development workshops in different 

schools including: Cambridge International School for Girls, Pa-

kistan International School and Pak Shama School, Qatar. She 

was recently accepted to the program to Oxford University and 

has a plan to conduct a further research on Differentiation 

through Learning Profiles.  

She believes having worked in MIS has played a major role in 

bringing her to a better understanding of the challenges learn-

ers have to overcome in order to strive successfully in the world 

of learning and teaching.  

Ms. Saba has always believed in the sanctity of teaching pro-

fession and she has chosen teaching as a life long career. Her 

teaching philosophy reflects her interests in collaborative au-

thorship and learning. Instead of the "full frontal teaching" meth-

od of large lectures of autocratic seminars, she prefers student-

centered teaching that encourages learning by both, students 

and teachers. She favors classroom dynamics that permit dia-

logue and foster a fair degree of student input as to curricula 

and grading criteria. Socratic Seminars, student-led confer-

ences and creating goals oriented portfolios are some of her 

favorite teaching styles.  
DEADLINE: 

All student fees are due October 5th. 

A sincere thank you to the 80%+ of our 

parents who have already paid their 

fees.  We appreciate that you have   

taken care of this so that we can contin-

ue to provide your child the very best. 



MAP Testing 

During the month of October, your child will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®). We give 

students MAP tests to determine your child’s instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the 

school year.  The test also measures your child’s progress from year to year in the areas of math, reading, and lan-

guage. Students from around the world take the MAP test and we can compare our students with native English 

speakers and many other countries.   

Your child will take the tests on a computer during the regular school day.   These tests are not counted toward the 

student grades at MIS. 

For more testing information please see the following links: 

A Parent’s Guide to MAP 

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2016/06/Parent-Guide-to-MAP.pdf 

Parent Toolkit 

https://www.nwea.org/parent-toolkit/ 

PSAT 

What it covers: The PSAT covers reading, vocabulary, grammar and usage, writing, and math (arithmetic, geometry 

and Algebra 1). There is no essay portion included in the writing section of this exam. 

Why is PSAT offered?  The PSAT offers college-bound students practice at standardized testing. This first experi-

ence can build confidence for the SAT which is required for some college admissions.  A superior score on the 

PSAT can also lead to recognition as a National Merit Scholar during a student’s junior year. This scholarship offers 

a monetary award and looks excellent on a college transcript. 

When is it taken? The PSAT is administered in October. It’s good for students to take the exam as a means to famil-

iarize themselves with the exam and the testing process. 

PSAT will be offered in School on October 11, 2017 (Wednesday) 

Time: 8 am – 11 am 

Registration Dates: Unlike the SAT and ACT, registration for this exam is done through a student’s high school. Stu-

dents must contact their school’s account office in September/October to register. Fee for test: QR 100 (to be paid at 

the Accounts office while registering).  This fee is then paid directly to PSAT on your behalf. 

How is it scored?  Each PSAT score is calculated in much the same way as the new SAT scores. 

The PSAT is divided into two sections: math and evidence-based reading and writing. Because there is no penalty 

for guessing, a student’s raw score for both of the main test areas is the number of questions answered correctly. 

Raw scores are then converted to scaled scores ranging between 160 and 760 (760 is the highest possible score for 

each section). The raw scores are added together for the total PSAT score, or Selection Index, which ranges be-

tween 320 and 1520. 

Scores are distributed to school guidance departments from the College Board (maker of PSAT). 

Students typically receive scores from their guidance departments between December and early January. 



Meet the School Counselor 

 Hello all, 

I am delighted to be a part of this wonderful community, and I can’t wait to get to know 

all of you personally. I am the new school counselor, here to help students primarily 

with behavioral, emotional and learning issues. I will gladly address any other issues 

that the student might be facing in the school.  You should all know that my door is 

always open, and any student is welcome to speak to me candidly. I will be the liaison 

between the child, parent and the teacher.  

Besides being a counselor, I also take great pride in being a mentor. I want all my students to succeed, and do well, 

not only academically, but also as a family member and as a part of the community.    I look forward to this great 

undertaking with full commitment and zeal. 

Sincerely,         

Ms Poonam Bedi, M.Sc.    

Helping Children Cope with Transitions 

Children report that moving schools or classes can cause great anxiety. When parents, students and teachers     

collaborate, more opportunities for growth along with smooth transition are sure to happen.   

LET STUDENTS TAKE CHARGE OF THINGS GRADUALLY 

As the child grows up, start assigning tasks to him or her. Let them be independent slowly and steadily and encour-

age them to do small tasks like clean up after themselves, maintain their school bags and handing you any commu-

nication the teacher sent home.  Students should be able to do this by the end of Grade 1.  Starting with these small 

tasks helps children become independent and efficient, and it also increases their self esteem in the long run.  

Plus, you will be raising a child who doesn’t not need an adult for every small thing, but a child who can and does 

parts of a daily routine as per his ability.  After this small independence grows, you would soon hear,  “Mum, let me 

help you” with more of the chores. 

 DO NOT EVER GIVE UP ON YOUR CHILD, NOT ON HIS FACE 

Whenever you feel the child is not able to do a thing well even after many tries, saying ‘forget about it,’ or ‘leave it’ 

just worsens the case. A child should never feel that something is too big to bother them, but that every problem has 

a solution, some problems we can deal with alone and in some asking for help is good.  

Break large tasks into small steps.  For young children, (KG-Grade 2) give tasks one at a time leading to the com-

pletion of something big.  For example, teach a bedtime routine by asking a child to go brush their teeth.  Do this for 

one week.  Then, ask them to brush their teeth and change into pajamas.  Do this for a week.  Finally, ask them to 

brush their teeth, change into pajamas and climb into bed.  Celebrate their ability to follow a 3-step direction by 

sharing a good book, turning out the lights, and letting them fall asleep knowing you love and care for them! 

Build independence in gradual steps! 



How Can I Make the School Year Successful? 

Good communication!  Good communication involves two or more people.  You, your child and the teacher must be 

involved.  Share with your child that you support the teacher and have high expectations of them this year! 

 Ensure your child attends school each and every day! 

 Talk with teacher first.  Teachers are your best resource for information about your child.  Ask lots of questions! 

 Try to understand the teachers expectations.  Our teachers are highly qualified and are certified specific to their 

grade level.  They know how young children develop and have expectations for students study skills, organiza-

tion and academic skills.   

 Work with the teacher as a partner to establish organizational skills for students—This starts by being responsi-

ble with simple things like books and pencils in Grade 1. 

 Understand your child’s current progress and how that progress will translate to a grade. 

 Please do not expect a response on the weekend.  Teachers need time with their families too! 

 Please understand teachers do not give their personal contact information.  The school requires all teachers 

use school email. 

 Email often!   

 And, please ensure you request appointments out of respect for the number of parents that each of us serve. 

Student Goal Setting 

As the year begins, we often ask students to set goals.  Below are some pictures of the goals from the Class of 

2018—our current seniors.  Thank you Ms. Rania (ICT) for keeping our students focused on their future! 



Student Events  Outside of School 

Students sometimes choose to organize events outside of school.  Please know that if the school sponsors an event, 

we will always share it in the newsletter, via email, via text or on our website.  Other events are not school sponsored 

and the school does not provide staff to chaperone them. 

The Middle and High School Brain 

Here are five interesting facts about the teenage brain shared by neurologist Dr. Francis Jensen. 

1. Teenage brains and adult brains are not the same.  Teenage brains make 

connections much easier and so, they learn much quicker. 

2. The brain is not done developing until the mid-late 20’s.  The brain is the last 

organ in the body to fully mature.  So, think about the young man who grows a 

lot between age 10-25.  His brain is also growing from a young boy to adult. 

3. Teenagers are not more resilient than adults. In fact, teenagers are more 

sensitive to stress. In adults, the stress hormone makes adults calmer.  In teen-

agers, the stress hormone make teenagers more anxious. 

4. The IQ of teenagers continues to change.  Although many people think IQ is 

fixed at a young age, it is not. 

5. Teenagers are not naturally lazy.  First, the extraordinary growth happening 

causes them to be more fatigued.  Second, teenage bodies release melatonin 

Early Dismissal 

Dates 

There are days in the school year when 

we have early student dismissal to allow 

our staff time for professional develop-

ment workshops or in preparation for par-

ent-teacher conferences in the evening. 

Please mark your calendar: 

October 12                        February 8 

November 16                    March 8 

December 7                      April 19 

January 11                        May 10 

On these days, students are dismissed at 

12:30 p.m. 

Smoking 

Smoking or the use of illegal substances on school grounds is prohibited 
as well as being in possession of any illegal substances.  This in-
cludes:  tobacco, electronic cigarettes, liquid cigarettes and many other 
substances that Qatari law forbids. 

As a member of the MIS school community, the school reserves the right 
to inspect any and all student backpacks, purses, etc. that come onto 
school grounds. 

Students are strongly discouraged from smoking in the neighbor-
hood.  Our neighbors keep a watchful eye on the activities of students 
around their homes and report to us their concerns.  

Please know that we have provided several educational programs to 
help students make good choices.   

We would, of course, notify you of any instances where  your student is 
caught or suspected of being a part of any activity that is inappropriate 
for school. 

Updated Your Contact Number? 

Please send us an email in misadmin@misqatar.com with your 

new contact number and the name/grade level of your child or 

children. 


