
Middle East International School August/September 2018 

Our Website  

You can find newsletters, announcements, school calendar, and articles 

on our student successes on the website. 

We will be referring you to the website more often this year.  Please set 

a calendar reminder to look at the website at least once per week. 

www.misqatar.com      

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your support of MIS!  The 2018-19 school year marks the 

25th year that MIS has been supporting the education of students in    

Qatar.  I am so happy to be starting my third year with MIS and my 26th 

year in education.   

The new school year is a great opportunity for students, parents and for 

us as educators!  We look forward to welcoming a new middle school 

principal, Ms. Phillippa, as well a number of new staff.  Our veteran staff 

will continue to do outstanding work each day and I am so pleased to 

work with such great professionals.  We look forward to learning and 

growing together in the coming months.   

Our focus this year will continue to be, “Learning is the work, together.” 

As a learning organization, we believe that teachers and students are 

learning each and every day.   

We will continue to use One Drive again this year.  This is where you find 

the Weekly Plans and assignments.  The link you receive is good for the 

entire school year.  So, please use it frequently! 

Please also look at our website www.misqatar.com.  You will find 

weekly updates on our events, contract information for all school staff and 

past issues of the newsletters.  Also, if there are things you would like to 

see on the website, please let myself or Ms. Katrina know. 

I wish you a fantastic school year and pray that we all strive to make this 

world a better place each day by teaching our children our Core Values—

responsibility, integrity, community and empathy. 

 

Dr. Susan Borden 

Head of School  

School starts at 

7:15 a.m. 

Students should be in their class at 

7:15 a.m. with books out and ready 

to go!  Being on time helps students 

develop lifelong habits for the world 

of work and  ensures a smooth,    

organized start to their day.  This is 

important as young learners build 

habits of working and learning in 

classrooms.  Arrive at 7:00 a.m. 

Core Values:       

Responsibility,        

Integrity, Community, 

Empathy 

Music is a BIG Change  

 New Elementary Music Program 

 New “LOOK” for the  Middle School and 

High School Music Program 



Parent Open House—Thursday, September 6 

At the beginning of each year, we open the doors for you to join us to meet the teachers and see your child’s 

classroom.  This evening is informal and students are welcome; it is not a parent-teacher conference, but rather 

a social event for our community. 

We will follow the same schedule as last year.  Please chose only ONE presentation to attend (as the presenta-

tion is repeated and this helps us divide the audience). 

Kindergarten and Elementary (KG – Grade 5): 

 
 

Middle School and High School (Grades 6 – 12): 

 

 

Time: Schedule: Venue: 

6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Presentation for KG and Elementary Parents 
– Dr. Sue Borden, Head of School 

Auditorium 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Meet the Teachers Classrooms 

Time: Schedule: Venue: 

7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Presentation for Middle and High School Parents 
– Dr. Sue Borden, Head of School 

Auditorium 

7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Meet the Teachers Classrooms 



School Calendar 

The 2018-19 school calendar is 

attached to this newsletter. 

As always, we encourage student 

attendance on-time each of the 180 

days of school.  Missed school 

days and late arrival are the top 

reasons students do not progress 

academically. 

The school calendar is also availa-

ble on the website for you! 

Why is being     

accredited        

important? 

Being accredited shows the staff 

commitment to excellence.  Like 

students, staff should always be 

engaged in growing and develop-

ing professionally.  I’ve heard the 

analogy, “Would you want your 

doctor to operate on you the same 

way she did ten years ago?”  The 

answer is obviously, “No.”  In edu-

cation, although there are some 

tried and true methods, our field 

continues to change and our    

continuous improvement drives 

how well students achieve. 

NEW Elementary Music Program 

This year, MIS will be offering the elementary students music for the first 

time in the history of the school.  We are so excited to welcome Ms. Dina as 

the elementary music teacher.   

Elementary students will be learning to read, play and compose music as 

well as work on their singing voices.   

We know that strong music programs are linked to academic success, es-

pecially in mathematics.  So, we felt it was important to bring music into the 

young lives of our students! 

In addition, Ms. Dina will be serving as the Activity Coordinator to enhance 

our programs for parents and students such as International Day, Founda-

tion Day and National Day. 

Please welcome Ms. Dina into our school family when you get a moment! 

A NEW LOOK for the Middle and High 

School Music Program 

Please also welcome Ms. Nabil, our Middle and High School music teacher.  

Ms. Nabil will be offering music to all middle and high school students.   

This year, we are organizing our student schedules at the middle and high 

school so that students get a personalized experience with both art and mu-

sic each year from Grade 6-12.  We know that the arts contribute to student 

success and offer an outlet for creativity. 

Students in the middle school will have one semester of art and one semes-

ter of music each year.  Class sizes will be small, about 10-12 students, so 

that the experience with music/art can be personalized. 

We are planning for a class (such as 8C, as an example) to be divided in 

half at the beginning of the year.  Then, one half goes to art for first         

semester and the other half goes to music for first semester.  In February, 

when the new semester starts, the students switch to the opposite class.  

This means that each art or music class will have about 10-12 students.  

This will allow for a personalized, small group experience in art and music. 

This will happen only in the middle school. 

Meanwhile, at the high school level, students have more choices, so fami-

lies can select among the options. 

In addition, with Ms. Nabil joining us for music, we will have a new curricu-

lum for Grade 6-12 that continues the elementary music program and     

includes reading, playing and composing music as well as vocal music. 

In addition to her teaching duties, Ms. Nabil will be working during the 

school year to form a school choir. 



September 

Events 

After a long summer 

break, we are excited 

to have students    re-

turn.  We have 20 full 

days of instruction in 

the month of Septem-

ber to start the school 

year and an early dis-

missal on Thursday, 

September 13 (12:30 

PM). 

Please know that we 

will begin instruction 

on August 29.  We start 

with team building, 

teachers and students 

introducing them-

selves, study skills and 

then, we begin instruc-

tion.  

The American curricu-

lum demands that we 

use each and every day 

possible to the fullest.  

Investing in MIS-Summer Projects 

Each month we highlight a few of the investments we are making to 

continue to develop MIS as a center of learning in the country.  Here 

are some new additions that happened over this summer: 

 Ten new laptops and additional desktops arrived to be used for 

MAPS testing and classroom work 

 Replacing damaged floors and tune-up for the A/C units 

 General maintenance such as painting and cleaning 

 Enhancing wifi and network services 

 New doors to all kindergarten rooms 

 New AP courses 

SAVE THE DATES 

Our school calendar is filled with wonderful events—we hope you, as 

parents, will join!  Please watch the upcoming newsletters for specifics. 

 December—Foundation Day/Qatar National Day (evening events) 

 February 7/20/21—Sports Day at various levels (school day events) 

 March 28—International Day events (school day events) 

 May 2—Academic Night (evening events) 

 June—Elementary, Middle and High School Recognition Events 

(school day events) 

This is, of course, in addition to parent-teacher conferences. 

New Staff for a New School Year 

Each year, MIS welcomes many new staff members and this year is no 

exception.  With new programs and services, we add staff.  Staff move 

and staff are called back to their home countries. 

This year, we are welcoming new staff from the following countries:  

USA, Philippines, Egypt, Jordan, India, Morocco, Pakistan, Tunisia, and 

Great Britain. 

Our mission continues to be “learning at high levels to be competitive in 

the international community.”  In order to help our students achieve this 

goal, they are exposed to professional, licensed teaching staff who are 

aligned with that mission and have experiences working in several   

countries.  Each staff member is licensed in their home country and ap-

proved by the Ministry of Education through submission of their attested 

credentials. 



Class List Creation 
 
Creating class lists is a challenge at all schools because of the wide range of students we work with.  Many 
hours are spent on this complex project. At MIS, our philosophy is to create heterogeneous groups based 
on data and our experience from grades KG-8.  
  
Students who perform at a high level as determined by their MAP scores are identified as gifted or honors 
and they have opportunities for extension activities within the regular section.   
 
Students who may need remedial assistance in any part of their learning have opportunities during and after 
school to ensure that any questions are clarified.   
 
In the creation of class lists, we take into consideration the following as we strive to balance classes: 

 Academic levels in all content areas for each student 
 Emotional levels for each child and the class composition 
 Behavioral concerns for each child and the class composition 
 Balancing the boys and girls in each class composition 
 Teaching style of each teacher on our staff and the best fit of that teaching style with a group of 

students 
 
We do not believe it is in the best interest of students to have parents create class lists.  Rather, we believe 
that it is best left to the professional teaching staff who have worked with the students in the academic      
setting.  We know that students often perform differently in the low-demand setting of the home versus the 
high demand setting of school.  
 
In the past, MIS has occasionally had a parent request a change in the assigned room, be with a 
friend, or share a preference for one nationality over another as the assigned teacher.  Please know 
that we do not change classes.  And, please know that we do not assign students based on the    
parent request for a specific nationality of teacher.   
 
Our mission speaks to “learning at high levels to be competitive in the international community.”  We believe 
this means that our students must be able to work with any of the 25 nationalities represented in our     
teaching staff and 65 nationalities of students.  Our staff is highly qualified and have been a part of two    
accreditation processes – one nationally and one internationally – that demonstrate their extraordinary abili-
ties to work with a wide variety of learners.  In addition, our staff continue to meet our high standards as    
demonstrated in regular announced and unannounced observations. 
 
Parents often also worry about their child making friends.  Children are encouraged and assisted in helping 
to establish new friends and, therefore, to develop socially.  Please allow the professional staff to help your 
child grow in their social and emotion skills.  These skills, we believe, are as important as the academic 
skills. 
 
Often parents may feel they have the best interest of their child at hand.  But, as a school, we must make 
these decisions very carefully by considering the best learning situation for all of our children. 
 
Finally, class lists are shared in late August or early September.   
 
CLASS LISTS ARE NOT FINAL UNTIL THEY ARE PUBLISHED BY THE SCHOOL IN LATE AUGUST 
OR EARLY SEPTEMBER.   
 
We will communicate the official publication date and time via a text message to all parents. 
 
Why?  With our unique situation of serving expat families, we often need to make changes to the class lists 
up until the release time to achieve the best balance and we may even have the unfortunate circumstance 
of losing a teacher.  So, we wait until we are most sure.   
 
Again, please know that any class list is NOT OFFICIAL until the publication date. 



Learning is the Work, Together 

Our schedule helps students know what to prepare for each day.  

Here is the regular school day schedule: 

Period 1  7:15—8:10 a.m. 

Period 2  8:15—9:10 a.m. 

Period 3  9:15—10:05 a.m.  Elementary Recess/Lunch 

Period 4  10:10—11:00 a.m.  Middle School Recess/Lunch 

Period 5  11:05—11:55 a.m. High School Recess/Lunch 

Period 6  12:00—12:55 p.m. 

Period 7  1:00—1:55 p.m. 

Ensuring children are on time 

to school and encouraging 

them to be on time to class are 

two foundational, lifetime habits 

that will lead to success. 

Additionally, please note, due 

to our limit space, students are 

only allowed in their scheduled 

lunch.  High school students eat last and should carry a snack, if 

they feel they need it, so that they can be productive until their 

lunch break and not interrupt the lunch of the younger students. 

How Can I Make the 

School Year             

Successful? 

Good communication!  Good communication 

involves two or more people.  You, your child 

and the teacher must be involved.  Share 

with your child that you support the teacher 

and have high expectations of them this year! 

Ensure your child attends school each and 

every day! 

Talk with the teacher first.  Teachers are your 

best resource for information about your 

child.  Ask lots of questions! 

Try to understand the teachers expectations.  

Our teachers are highly qualified and are cer-

tified specific to their grade level.  They know 

how young children develop and have expec-

tations for students’ study skills, organization 

and academic skills.   

Work with the teacher as a partner to estab-

lish organizational skills for students.  This 

starts by being responsible with simple things 

like books and pencils in Grade 1. 

Understand your child’s current progress and 

how that progress will translate to a grade. 

Please do not expect a response on the 

weekend.  Teachers need time with their fam-

ilies, too! 

Please also understand teachers do not give 

their personal contact information.  The 

school requires all teachers to use school 

email for communication. 

Email often!  Emails can be found on the 

website. 

Beginning of the Year  

Checklist for Parents 

 Student has full uniform including PE uniform. 

 Complete medical information and certificates—These need 

to be on file at school. 

 You have emailed the teacher to connect with them. (Staff 

email list will be sent to you via email.) 

 Student goes to bed early to ensure a 

great school day! 

 Student has an appropriate, healthy 

lunch to provide the nutrition to move 

through a busy school day. 

 Newsletter is read!  

Fees 

First semester fees are due September 15.  

Please stop into the Business Office to make 

your payment.  



School Uniforms 

Please be informed that the new school uniforms are available for purchase at our designated tailor shops:   

Integral Services Company (near Old Airport) 

Telephone:  4462-1331 

Telephone:  4462-2114 

Lord Tailoring and Textiles (near Najma, Mansoura) 

Telephone: 4462-1331 

Telephone:  4462-2114 

With over 800 students needing their uniform from our school alone, it is important to get your uniform ordered 

as early as possible! 

A complete uniform set consists of:  black pants with uniform logo (MIS) on pocket, specific polo shirt in color of 

section from the tailor with the MIS patch, black shoes, PE uniform (for PE days only) which consists of the uni-

form track pants from the tailor and lightweight shirt from the tailor.  PE shoes which are black. 

For cooler weather, students should have a SOLID black – no logos, no sayings – sweater to put on.   

No leggings/jeggings, sweatpants or yoga pants as substitute for the uniform pants will be accepted at 

any time.  These may not be worn at school. 

No cleated soccer shoes should ever be worn on campus.  They damage our flooring. 

No open toe shoes are ever acceptable. 

Please remember:  We dress modestly and conservatively out of respect for the larger Muslim culture that we 

are a part of. 

All returning students are required to be in their proper new school uniform on the first day back to school on 

August 29, 2018. 

China Trip Planning Begins 

Mr. Jimmy, with the assistance of Mr. Elliott, will be lead-

ing the trip to China this year.  Students travel to our sis-

ter school in order to learn about schools in China and 

do some sightseeing around Beijing (Peking).   

If your student has an interest in traveling to China 

around Spring Break, please email Mr. Jimmy to get 

your name on his list.  Then, he will send updates to 

you. 

The first update includes the total 

cost of the trip which will be 8,500 

riyals and the due date for full pay-

ment will be December 13, 2018. 

USA Trip Planning Begins 

Ms. Annie, with the assistance of Ms. Susan, will be 

leading the trip to the USA this 

year.  Students travel to our sister 

school in Connecticut in order to 

learn about school in the USA 

and do some sightseeing around New York City.  

If your student has an interest in traveling to the USA 

around Spring Break, please email Ms. Annie to get 

your name on her list.  Then, she will send updates. 

The first update includes the total cost of the trip will 

be 8,500 riyals and the due date for full payment will 

be December 13, 2018. 


