
Middle East International School August/September 2019 

Our Website and Facebook Page 

You can find newsletters, announcements, school calendar, and articles 

on our student successes on the website at www.misqatar.com 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your support of MIS!  The 2019-2020 school year marks 

the 26th year that MIS has been supporting the education of students in    

Qatar.  I am so happy to be starting my fourth year with MIS and my 27th 

year in education.   

The new school year is a great opportunity for students, parents and for 

us as educators!  We look forward to welcoming a small number of new 

teachers and our veteran staff will continue to do outstanding work each 

day.  I am so pleased to work with such great professionals.  We look  

forward to learning and growing together in the coming months.   

Our focus this year will continue to be, “Learning is the work, together.” 

As a learning organization, we believe that teachers and students are 

learning each and every day to think critically, problem solve and be    

creative. 

We will continue to use One Drive again this year.  This is where you find 

the Weekly Plans and assignments.  The link you will receive is good for 

the entire school year.  So, please use it frequently! 

Please also look at our 

website 

www.misqatar.com and 

our Facebook page at 

MIS1994.  I wish you a         

fantastic school year and 

pray that we all strive to 

make this world a better 

place each day by    

teaching our children our 

Core Values—

responsibility, integrity, 

community and empathy. 

Dr. Susan Borden 

Head of School  

School starts at 

7:15 a.m. 

Students should be in their class at 

7:15 a.m. with books out and ready 

to go!  Being on time helps students 

develop lifelong habits for the world 

of work and ensures a smooth,    

organized start to their day.  This is 

important as young learners build 

habits of working and learning in 

classrooms.  Arrive at 7:00 a.m. 

Uniform: 

Students must be in   

uniform on August 25. 

Technology at MIS   

 New computers in elementary 

classrooms 

 New Smartboard projectors in          

classrooms 

 New learning kiosks 



Parent Open House—September 5 

At the beginning of each year, we open the doors for you to join us to meet the teachers and see your child’s 

classroom.  This evening is informal and students are welcome; it is not a parent-teacher conference, but rather 

a social event for our community. 

We will follow the same schedule as last year.  Please chose only ONE presentation to attend (as the            

presentation is repeated, and this helps us divide the audience). 

Kindergarten and Elementary (KG – Grade 5): 

 
 

Middle School and High School (Grades 6 – 12): 

 

 

Time: Schedule: Venue: 

6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Presentation for KG and Elementary Parents –      
Dr. Sue Borden, Head of School 

Auditorium 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Meet the Teacher Classrooms 

Time: Schedule: Venue: 

7:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Presentation for Middle and High School Parents – 
Dr. Sue Borden, Head of School 

Auditorium 

7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Meet the Teachers Classrooms 

Attendance Matters! 

Each year, we emphasize attendance.  Attending 

regularly leads to success.  Without regular        

attendance, students do not build from previously 

learned skills.  Students with high absences also 

fail to build appropriate classroom skills.  Similar to 

exceling at anything, practice makes you better.  

Students must practice all the skills needed for the 

classroom:  organization, socialization,                

computation, reading, writing, speaking, listening, 

and many more.   

Last year, we had several remarkable students 

who had perfect attendance for the ENTIRE 

YEAR.  We celebrate their effort and hard work.  

Congratulations! 

Abdalla Ahmed Mohammed Moukhtar  

Besan Sami Barqawi  

Amad Khalid Safa  

Dana Safa  

Ruba Treek  

Ghaya  Gasmi 

Charles Allen Vicente Jacob 

Jad Ibrahem Bouls Hadadin 

Waleed Khalid Safa 

Atasha Margaret Lacson Pestanas 

Imran  Descallar Shanawaz 

Lei Francesca  Cuaderno Mariano 

Muhsin Kuyaayew Uthman 

Amal Omar Ibrahim 

Yusuf Abdirahman  Abdullahi 

Einnor Joshua Ignacio Perez 

Gabrielle Quicho Orosco 

Tair Kezdekbayev 

Nour Ashraf Mahmoud Hassan 

Keara Denise Racelis Recolizado 

Andrea Joy Dela Cruz Deveraturda 

Leonel Dion Peter  

Contacting You 

We use text messaging and email as our 

primary means of contacting you. 

Please ensure that your email is correct and 

accessible for all school correspondence. 

For example, emails can be caught in 

SPAM or families may change their primary 

email.  When this happens, we may not 

know until several communications have 

been missed. 

One Drive is where all lesson plans can be 

found.  You will receive a link as the school 

year starts.  Again, if we have your current 

email, this should be no problem.  We will, 

of course, send a text stating that the link 

has been sent so that you can look.  It is 

important to check this early in the year. 

We also encourage students to use the link 

in One Drive.  It is a great way to stay 

ahead of homework, projects and other       

demands for school. 

As always, thank you for communicating 

with us.  We are here to try to solve       

problems and make the school year go 

smoothly for all involved. 



School Calendar 

The 2019-2020 school calendar is 

attached to this newsletter. 

As always, we encourage student 

attendance on-time each of the 180 

days of school.  Missed school 

days and late arrival are the top 

reasons students do not progress 

academically or fail a grade. 

The school calendar is also      

available on the website for you! 

Please pay special attention to the 

exam times at the end of January 

and May/June.  As some tests are 

given based on USA calendar, we 

are unable to change these dates.  

Please plan carefully. 

Why is being     

accredited        

important? 

Being accredited shows the staff 

commitment to excellence.  Like 

students, staff should always be 

engaged in growing and develop-

ing professionally.  I’ve heard the 

analogy, “Would you want your 

doctor to operate on you the same 

way she did ten years ago?”  The 

answer is obviously, “No.”  In     

education, although there are 

some tried and true methods, our 

field continues to change and our    

continuous improvement drives 

how well students achieve. 

Counselors Corner 

Our school has an Academic Guidance Counselor.  Ms. Tessy’s primary role is to stimulate 

academic achievement through helping students and parents determine the best path during 

and immediately after high school. 

In June, she engaged students in several transition activities that included some important web-

sites. 

For our current Grade 9 students, they learned about the degrees after high school, high school 

grading, the importance of a good start with outstanding Grade 9 grades, the importance of 

good recommendations from teachers, and participation in service/leadership opportunities.   

For our current Grade 10 and Grade 11 students, there was an introduction to AP courses,   

creation of a  4-year plan, and introduction to the College Board websites that they can use to 

plan their PSAT, AP, SAT in the coming years. 

The following links can help them understand how to choose an AP course: 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/choosing-courses  

And, they can determine how to get AP courses recommendations based on PSAT test scores: 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/choosing-courses/by-past-exam-scores 

Seniors begin their year with Ms. Tessy working to arrange meetings with each and every    

family.  It is time for the college application process to begin!  And, in every country the process 

is unique.  We need to know your wishes to best guide your student. 

To contact Ms. Tessy for an appointment, you can email her at tessy.manalil@misqatar.com or 

call the main line at 4444-9892.  The secretary can take a message for you. 

Around graduation time (May), we looked at where some of our graduates are going to college:  

Here are the results 

 



September 

Events 

After a long summer 

break, we are excited to 

have students  return.  We 

have 21 full days in the 

month of September to 

start the school year and 

one early dismissal on 

September 12.   

Please know that we will 

begin instruction on      

August 25.  Because 

about 85% of our students 

are  continuing at MIS, we 

begin instruction on      

August 25. 

The American curriculum 

demands that we use each 

and every day possible to 

the fullest.  If you are      

arriving back to school 

late, please contact your 

child’s teachers to inform 

them and get the work. 

September 5 

Open House 

September 12 

Early Dismissal at 12:30 pm 

Investing in MIS-Summer Projects 

Each month we highlight a few of the investments we are making to 

continue to develop MIS as a center of learning in the country.  Here 

are some new additions that happened over this summer: 

 Ten new laptops and additional desktops arrived to be used for 

MAPS testing and classroom work 

 Replacing damaged floors and tune-up for the A/C units 

 General maintenance such as painting and cleaning 

 15 new Smartboards as replacement for older devices 

 New playground design for Kindergarten 

 New painted games in courtyard 

SAVE THE DATES 

Our school calendar is filled with wonderful events we hope you, as par-

ents, will join!  Please watch the upcoming newsletters for specifics. 

 November 21—International Day  

 December 12—Foundation Day/Qatar National Day  

 February 10/12/13—Sports Day at various levels  

 March 26—Academic Night 

 June—Elementary, Middle and High School Recognition Events 

and Senior Graduation 

This is, of course, in addition to parent-teacher conferences.   

Uniform 

Students should plan to be in       

uniform on the first day of 

school. 

Please look at your students 

and ensure they are appropri-

ately dressed on August 25. 



Class List Creation 
 
Creating class lists is a challenge at all schools because of the wide range of students we work with.  Many 
hours are spent on this complex project. At MIS, our philosophy is to create heterogeneous groups based 
on data and our experience from grades KG-8.  
  
Students who perform at a high level as determined by their MAP scores are identified as gifted or honors 
and they have opportunities for extension activities within the regular section.   
 
Students who may need remedial assistance in any part of their learning have opportunities during and after 
school to ensure that any questions are clarified.   
 
In the creation of class lists, we take into consideration the following as we strive to balance classes: 

 Academic levels in all content areas for each student 
 Emotional levels for each child and the class composition 
 Behavioral concerns for each child and the class composition 
 Balancing the boys and girls in each class composition 
 Teaching style of each teacher on our staff and the best fit of that teaching style with a group of 

students 
 
We do not believe it is in the best interest of students to have parents create class lists.  Rather, we believe 
that it is best left to the professional teaching staff who have worked with the students in the academic      
setting.  We know that students often perform differently in the low-demand setting of the home versus the 
high demand setting of school.  
 
In the past, MIS has occasionally had a parent request a change in the assigned room, be with a 
friend, or share a preference for one nationality over another as the assigned teacher.  Please know 
that we do not change classes.  And, please know that we do not assign students based on the    
parent request for a specific nationality of teacher.   
 
Our mission speaks to “learning at high levels to be competitive in the international community.”  We believe 
this means that our students must be able to work with any of the 25 nationalities represented in our     
teaching staff and 65 nationalities of students.  Our staff is highly qualified and have been a part of two    
accreditation processes – one nationally and one internationally – that demonstrate their extraordinary    
abilities to work with a wide variety of learners.  In addition, our staff continue to meet our high standards as    
demonstrated in regular announced and unannounced observations. 
 
Parents often also worry about their child making friends.  Children are encouraged and assisted in helping 
to establish new friends and, therefore, to develop socially.  Please allow the professional staff to help your 
child grow in their social and emotion skills.  These skills, we believe, are as important as the academic 
skills. 
 
Often parents may feel they have the best interest of their child at hand.  But, as a school, we must make 
these decisions very carefully by considering the best learning situation for all of our children. 
 
Finally, class lists are shared prior to the start of school.   
 
CLASS LISTS ARE NOT FINAL UNTIL THEY ARE PUBLISHED BY THE SCHOOL IN LATE AUGUST.   
 
We will communicate the official publication of class lists via a text message to all parents.  The lists will be 
displayed on the bulletin board out in the courtyard on the first day.  Teachers will also be posted around the 
school yard and at the main lobby to welcome your child. 
 
Why?  With our unique situation of serving expat families, we often need to make changes to the class lists 
up until the release time to achieve the best balance and we may even have the unfortunate circumstance 
of losing a teacher.  So, we wait until we are most sure.   
 
Again, please know that any class list is NOT OFFICIAL until the publication date. 



Learning is the Work, Together 

Our schedule helps students know what to prepare for each day.  

Here is the regular school day schedule: 

Period 1  7:15—8:10 a.m. 

Period 2  8:15—9:10 a.m. 

Period 3  9:15—10:05 a.m.  Elementary Recess/Lunch 

Period 4  10:10—11:00 a.m.  Middle School Recess/Lunch 

Period 5  11:05—11:55 a.m. High School Recess/Lunch 

Period 6  12:00—12:55 p.m. 

Period 7  1:00—1:55 p.m. 

Ensuring children are on time to 

school and encouraging them to be 

on time to class are two foundation-

al, lifetime habits that will lead to 

success. 

Additionally, please note, due to our 

limited space, students are only 

allowed in their scheduled lunch.  

High school students eat last and should carry a snack, if they feel 

they need it, so that they can be productive until their lunch break 

and not interrupt the lunch of the younger students. 

How Can I Make the 

School Year             

Successful? 

Good communication!  Good communication 

involves two or more people.  You, your child 

and the teacher must be involved.  Share 

with your child that you support the teacher 

and have high expectations of them this year! 

Ensure your child attends school each and 

every day. 

Talk with the teacher first.  Teachers are your 

best resource for information about your 

child.  Ask lots of questions! 

Try to understand the teachers expectations.  

Our teachers are highly qualified and are cer-

tified specific to their grade level.  They know 

how young children develop and have expec-

tations for students study skills, organization 

and academic skills.   

Work with the teacher as a partner to estab-

lish organizational skills for students.  This 

starts by being responsible with simple things 

like books and pencils in Grade 1. 

Understand your child’s current progress and 

how that progress will translate to a grade. 

Please do not expect a response on the 

weekend.  Teachers need time with their fam-

ilies too! 

Please understand teachers do not give their 

personal contact information.  The school  

requires all teachers use school email. 

Email often! 

Beginning of the Year  

Checklist for Parents 

 Student has full uniform including PE uniform. 

 Complete medical information and certificates—These need 

to be on file at school 

 You have emailed the teacher to connect with them.  Emails 

can be found on website and attached to this newsletter. 

 Student goes to bed early to ensure a great school day! 

 Student has an appropriate, healthy lunch to provide the nu-

trition to move through a busy school day. 

 Newsletter is read!  

 Liked us on Facebook at MIS1994 

Fees 

First semester fees are due September 15.  

Please stop into the Business Office to make 

your payment.  



School Uniforms 

Please be informed that the new school uniforms are available for purchase at our designated tailor shops:   

Integral Services Company (near Old Airport) 

Telephone:  4462-1331 or 4462-2114 

Lord Tailoring and Textiles (near Najma, Mansoura) 

Telephone: 4462-1331 or 4462-2114 

With over 800 students needing their uniform from our school alone, it is important to get your uniform      

ordered as early as possible! 

A complete uniform set consists of:  black pants with uniform logo (MIS) on pocket, specific polo shirt in color 

of section from the tailor with the MIS patch, black shoes, PE uniform (for PE days only) which consists of 

the uniform track pants from the tailor and lightweight shirt from the tailor.  PE shoes which are black. 

For cooler weather, students should have a SOLID black – no logos, no sayings – sweater to put on.   

No leggings/jeggings, sweatpants or yoga pants as substitute for the uniform pants will be accepted 

at any time.  These may not be worn at school. 

No cleated soccer shoes should ever be worn on campus.  They damage our flooring. 

No open toe shoes are ever acceptable. 

Please remember:  We dress modestly and conservatively out of respect for the larger Muslim culture that 

we are a part of. 

All returning students are required to be in their proper new school uniform on the first day back to 

school on August 25, 2019. 

Berlin, Germany Trip    

Planning Begins 

Ms. Lottie and Ms. Annie have been selected to travel 

with students.  This trip is a service-learning trip with 

some sightseeing and a hotel stay for Grades 9-12. 

The first twenty students who pay will be traveling 

with them.  The deadline for student payment is     

December 1, 2019.  No exceptions.   

Please encourage students to apply starting in      

August. 

If their application is accepted, they can make their 

payment.   

MIS does reserve the right to refuse travel based on 

a number of factors. 

Chicago, USA Trip         

Planning Begins 

Mr. Jimmy and Ms. Irene have been selected to travel 

with students.  This trip is a sightseeing, school visit 

(Wilmot Union High School, Wisconsin), homestay 

trip for Grades 9-12. 

The first twenty students who pay will be traveling 

with them.  The deadline for student   payment is    

December 1, 2019.  No exceptions.   

Please encourage students to apply starting in      

August. 

If their application is accepted, they can make their 

payment.   

MIS does reserve the right to refuse travel based on 

a number of factors.  


