
Middle East International School DECEMBER 2019  

MIS1994 

MIS is: 

 Internationally accredited 

by AdvancED 

 Nationally accredited by 

QNSA 

 Licensed to operate in 

Qatar 

 Providing the American 

curriculum based on the 

Common Core       

Standards 

 Welcomes students, 

teachers and families of 

all nationalities. 

Qatar National Day Celebration! 

We will be celebrating our 26th Anniversary as a school serving Qatar and the National 

Day on December 12.  

In the morning, all students (Grades KG-12) are asked to dress in maroon and white      

celebrating Qatar.  They will have a variety of activities during the day at school.          

Elementary parents will be treated to a concert just prior to dismissal.   

Join us for the fun to celebrate Qatar National Day! 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you to those parents and all of our students who participated in our annual survey.  

We use those survey results and suggestions to improve each and every year.   

This year, 161 families finished the survey completely during the three weeks the survey 

window was open.   Typically, 10% is considered valid and reliable.  We had 19%, so we 

feel comfortable stating that this represents the general opinions of our families.   

From your surveys, our top strengths are clear:   

 A supportive, respectful, cooperative group of management and teachers serving 

children with commitment, seriousness, in a positive environment, and with strong 

organization. 

 A curriculum, education and teaching style by teachers that you appreciate. 

Some quotes: 

“The equation between high quality education and reasonable fees...further, it is an     

accredited school.” 

“Serious study atmosphere and management...stable tuition policy” 

“Organized, clear goals, focused on student progress” 

Also, we learned that our three greatest challenges are sharing the extra-curriculars 

more, involving you more at school and keeping you informed about your child’s         

progress.  Although communication was cited as a strength by many, there were also 

some who shared concerns.  Our staff will continue to work on communication!  These 

are our goals, because it is clear that is what you would like—more communication. 

Thank you for your participation!  In January (at our early dismissal), our staff will be 

working with the data at our annual data retreat.  We take your feedback seriously and 

know that it helps us get better at what we do for your students each day. 

- Dr. Sue Borden, Head of School 



December 

Events 

December 5 

Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 

December 12 

National Day/Foundation Day at 

school 

December 12 

Exam revision sheets uploaded on 

One Drive 

December 18 

NO SCHOOL—National Day 

December 18-January 5 

NO SCHOOL—Winter Break 

***Semester Exams in January**** 

January 23 

End of Quarter 2/Semester 1 

January 26 

NO SCHOOL—Long Weekend 

January 27 

Start of Quarter 3/Semester 2 

January 30 

School Fair 

Appointments Needed 

Just a reminder to parents—please make an appointment to see a 

teacher or principal.   

Each day, your student(s) is our primary focus.  From 7:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m., we are with them—835 students.  Please understand that 

teachers have only a short break to eat  and are working with students 

the remainder of the time.  And, principals are observing teaching as 

well as working with your student(s).   

Stopping a class and stopping the learning of 20+ students for an “on 

demand” meeting is not an option.  

We say “no” and ask you to 

schedule a time that works for the 

teacher and you. 

The quickest way to schedule 

an appointment is to email the 

teacher. 

Emails for all staff are found on 

the website under Quicklinks! 

Like us on Facebook! 

Find us by 

searching for: 

MIS1994 

Parking and Driving around School 

One of our Core Values is community.  Parents and drivers can show 

this Core Value by: 

 Respecting neighbors driveways and gates 

 Respecting that the back of the building is for school buses only 

 Being patient—the entire process takes about 20 minutes.              

Be patient with each other and kind to our security staff. 

 Driving slowly around the school at all times 

 Advising students to look as they cross the roads 

 Being considerate of other people’s needs 

Student Council 

Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to the winner of 

the Student Council Spelling 

Bee, Noah Arthur (middle)! 



School starts at 7:15 a.m. 

Being on time helps students develop lifelong     

habits for the world of work and ensures a smooth, 

organized start to their day.  This is important as 

young learners build habits of working and learning. 

Parents dropping off before 6:30 a.m.—there is no 

staff supervision.  Our gates open only at 6:30 a.m. 

in the blue canopy area. 

School Ends at 2:00 p.m. 

Please be prompt as supervision after school is not 

provided. 

Student Absences 

What do you do if your child needs to leave school? 

Call us.  Only a parent phone call can excuse a 

child from school.  Calls from nannies or drivers 

will not be accepted by the school.  We want to    

ensure that you are in control of when/if your student 

is absent—not the student, nanny or driver. 

Solving Problems 

Thank you to our parents for letting us know when 

there is a problem.  We are always here to listen and 

find solutions with you.  A quick email to your child’s 

teacher is the place to start.  If the teacher is un-

able to help, please ask the principal.  We believe 

that the best solutions come from you and our team 

working together! 

NEASC Candidate 

Over the next year, MIS will 

be pursuing accreditation 

with the prestigious       

Northeastern Association of 

Schools and Colleges 

(NEASC).  We started this 

process in 2018 and the    

process is quite long as 

NEASC visits several times 

and verifies the quality of  

teaching and learning.  

New at MIS 

Our new majilis seating arrived in early November.  Students 

use this during lunch as a place to relax and talk.  

Qatar Debates English/Arabic 

Students began attending Qatar Debates training in early      

November.  Teams compete in both the Arabic and English 

competitions held at separate times. 

Service Learning 

Volunteering at the Diabetes Walk for World Diabetes 

Day is a part of the many opportunities for service 

learning at MIS.  Thank you to these students, Nurse 

Shybi and Dr. Hanan for volunteering! 



November Students  

of the Month 
 

KG—Muhammad Zalul Aljabar 

Grade 1—Zain Abdulla Farran 

Grade 2—Maryam Bashar Abuhumeid 

Grade 3—Ward Nashat Al-Rabadi 

Grade 4—Mohammed Talal Darwish 

Grade 5—Kinan Sami Barqawi 

Grade 6—Haneen Ahmad Amer 

Grade 7—Rufida Elamin Ahmed 

Grade 8—Mohammed Amer Banisalman 

Grade 9—Amanda Firas Haddad 

Grade 10—Salwa Mohammad Abu-humeid 

Grade 11—Sarah  Abdah 

Grade 12—Rayan  Darwich 

 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.  They helped us start our 

school year in a very positive way! 

Student Trip—Berlin 

The trip is full and we are excited to begin the process of visas 

so that we have a final student count.  All fees are paid directly 

to the company we travel with as soon as we have all visas    

secured.  More information after December 1, 2019. 

Student Trip—USA 

Right now, our trip may not have enough students to travel.   

We will, of course, offer the option of a full refund or traveling 

with the Berlin trip for only those students who already paid for 

the USA trip.  All trip fees are due on December 1, 2019. 

MIS Students Thank Our   

Custodians, Drivers and 

Security 

On November 28, students KG-12 came together 

to thank our custodians, cleaners and security.  

Each person was recognized and given a cash 

gift.  High School students put together a wonder-

ful video of students saying thank you. 

Check out the video on our YouTube channel 

which you can go to from the home page of the 

website! 

www.misqatar.com First Semester Exams—See schedule on page 9. 

NO SCHOOL—January 26 

Third quarter/Semester 2 starts January 27. 

First semester report card distribution:  February 19 

Next Parent-Teacher Conferences:  February 20 

*Because of the week-long activities of Sports Days 

and the National Sport Day holiday, we are allowing 

extra time for pulling together report cards.     

Teachers help with Sports Day to ensure safety and 

fun! 

Qatar Debates – English  

The Qatar Debates English Girls Team had a wonderful first 

competition.  Thank you to Ms. Irene and Mr. Javier for taking 

the two teams. 

The first team won 3 of 4 rounds while the second team won 

2 of 4 rounds.  Fantastic work by each of the ladies and a true 

team spirit contributed to the accomplishments. 



Desert Lifestyle 

Living in the desert means events often happen at night.  

Even family routines can go late into the evening.  However, 

there is an impact on children (especially KG and elementary 

children) who do not get enough sleep.  Children who do not 

get enough sleep are unable to retain information, control 

emotions, and have great difficulty learning complex new 

skills.   

Please ensure TEN CONSECUTIVE hours of sleep for all 

KG/elementary students.  

Astronomy Club 

Astronomy Club is starting! Mr. Jimmy attended 

the initial training in order to prepare to work with 

students on this exciting opportunity in collabo-

ration with the Qatar National Planetarium.    

The first event was to see Mercury pass in front 

of the sun at the Planetarium during November.  

Book Character Day 

Book Character Day was a wonderful success 

as all of the characters explored books!      

Look at Facebook (MIS1994) for more pictures. 

Model United Nations (MUN)  

Model United Nations has started again!  Thank you to Mr.  

Elliot for his hard work to organize students and assist them.  

We look forward to seeing the results of competitions this year.  

Congratulations to Gusti Rais on his award for best delegate! 



15% of MIS Earns Perfect Attendance—Quarter 1 

Each quarter, we examine the attendance of our students because ATTENDANCE MATTERS!  Research in        

education shows that students who attend regularly earn better grades and develop intellectual abilities quicker and 

earlier.  We honor these students who have attended each and every day on time and never left early.  Late arrivals 

and early exits mean a student does not qualify for perfect attendance.  Truly, these students are here from the start 

to the finish of each and every day. 

Kindergarten 

KG-1—Laila Ahmed Salama Mohamed, Gaser Eslam Hamdy Gadalla, and Raya Abdulla Al-Mohannadi 

KG-2— Adam Bassam Abu Khalil, Jury Eslam Aly Aboutaleb, Edonias Nebiyou Gezahagne, Razan Mohammad Hammad,      

Salman Ali Al Najjar, Sultan Ali Younis Al-Sharshani, Haya Abdullah Qayson, Jennifer Fadi Hazari, Reema Ghanem  Al Sahlawi,  

Taimor Sherif Moamen Hegazy, Wyome Rasheeda Agpalasin, Muhammed Osman Awadelkarim, and Rowana Khaled Elgazzar  

Elementary 

Grade 1—Adam Amer Ahmed Maithalouni, Salma Radwan Alrababah, Mohamed Arfa Shameem, Fares Khaldoun Alasadi, 

George Gabrielle de Villa, Lara Ahmed Moursy, Areen Omar Ghazi, Mohamed Shady Amira, and Yara Magdy Khalil 

Grade 2—Abed Alkareem Saleh, Md Walid Hamza, Sara Ahmed Elhediry, Che Wan Hana Irdina, Ahmed Ashraf Ahmed, and   

Abdulahaa Othman 

Grade 3—Maira Asad Bhatti, Malak Mohammed Abuhumeid, Malak Rachad Abouzanat, Ryan Butler, Gwen Einrand Salcedo, 

Aisha Bernice Pagaspas, Alya Mohamed Radwani, Omar Moustafa Attia, Ward Nashat Alrabadi, Joud Radwan Alrababah,      

Farhan Hussain, and Abdullah Faroogh Amani 

Grade 4—Charina Kate Marcelo, Mohammad Khaled Abdulaziz, Zaina Mansour, Mohamad Khaled Abdulaziz Khamiri, Zaina 

Mansour, Sami Amer Halabi, Salsabil Abduraouf Zaghdani, and Sham Qayson 

Grade 5—Al Walid Khalife, Hamad Ghanem Al Sahlawi, Mazn Hesham Alghouthani, Nayef Mohammed Shams, Noor Emadeldin 

Mohamed, Rim Ashraf Ahmed, Asala Yousef Alshaboul, Dana Khalid Safa, Kinan Sami Barqawi, and Sayma Rachad Abouzanat 

Middle School 

Grade 6—Abdurahman Mahmoud Al Batarni, Dana Tawfiq Elraoush, Gregory Zach Ybanez, Hagar Mohamed Mostafa Ahmed, 

Mohamed Moustafa Attia, Nirbhik Aryal, Tasnim  Moutawi, Yara Mohamed Assem Mohamed, Arkin Gabriel Quilacio, Raghad 

Raid Qubbaj, Tasnim Rachad Abouzanat, Yusr Aws Fida Eldin, Haneen Ahmad Massoud Amer, Kenzy Ahmed Moursy, Khaled 

Mohamed Elwadia, Kyle Zyric Recolizado, Omar Rami Abu Rezeq, and Ruba Tarek Saleh Khawaja 

Grade 7—Abdulaziz Khaled Khamiri, Ameen Mahmoud El Sbaihe, Deondre Ryesha Malabanan, Michela Faye Paderes, Saam 

Ahmad Alatief, Sarah Yasmin Edulan, Dania Ahmad Fawzi Abusaad, Massa Khaldoun Al Assadi, Raghad Mohammed Abu-

humeid, Rufida Elamin, Waleed Khalid Safa, Zeena Abdelhalim Abdalla, Julian Karl Amul, and Zain Rami Abd Al Badour 

Grade 8—Noureldin Mohamed Faidy, Muhammad Sulthan Al Bukhari, Munzir Ihab Ahmed Elmahadi, Sara Ghazi El Bushra, 

Shaikha Shabika Azzahra, Merryl Ibrahem Bouls Hadadin, Omar Ahmed Mohamed Aboumostafa 

High School  

Grade 9—Ryan Jerrie Estrellado, Ranyshia Wiley Agpalasin, Marc Steven Balaoro, Luzienne Knoll Mitz Calsado, Einnor Joshua 

Perez, Mohammed Rabian, Jassim Luke Clark Allado, Zena Ahmad Latif, Layan Mahmoud El Sbaihe, Larin Mahmoud Deyab 

Grade 10—Thoraya Ayed, Tair Kezdekbayev, Sadaf Aftab Ahmed, Nour Ashraf Hassan, Menna Khaled Elsaid, Leonie Fakhoury, 

Keara Denise Recolizado, Isobel Kyte Bilae Laureta, Farah Yousef Al Shaboul, Dean Nathaniel Cimatu, Jan Leander Ignacio, 

Eunice Faith Pomperada, Ummu Sherik Adam Eushaw 

Grade 11—Mohrraty Raymond Nassif Barsoum, Dhimas Panji Murdianto 



Like us on           

Facebook! 

Find us by    

searching for: 

MIS1994 

 Technology in Our Classrooms 

Integrating technology is our vision at MIS.  So, students must be able to integrate 

technology seamlessly for learning.  Grade 11 students are doing that with the   

mobile laptop cart for a WebQuest so that their technology skills can develop along 

with their critical thinking, problem solving and creativity. 

 

National Art       

Competition  

Featured above and to 

the right are the entries 

for the National Day art 

competition.  We wish 

Amirah and Ranyshia 

the best of luck! 

Qatar Debates—Arabic and   

English 

The Qatar Debate team in ARABIC competed in November and 

won 2 of 3 rounds. They have qualified for the next round in   

January 2020.  (Picture left) 

Qatar Debates in English had a very successful first event win-

ning four of the impromptu sessions in their competition.     

(Picture below 
 



Exams 

Exams in the American curriculum require students 

to think.  The revision sheets provided on One Drive 

help students prepare the basic knowledge they 

need, but during the test, they may be asked to    

assemble this knowledge into something new, clearly 

state an opinion based on their knowledge, or solve 

a problem using their knowledge. 

This is our mission.  And, from the article just to the 

right, these are top skills demanded by employers.   

Please begin preparing for exams over the Winter 

Break.   

Field Trips 

Qatar has a lot of opportunities that connect with our 

curriculum.  We try to take advantage of these twice 

each year at each grade level.  Pictured above are 

KG students at the National Museum, and Grade 11 

students at Mushreib Museum. 

Science in Action 

How many of the Top 10 Job Skills listed above can you see in this photo?  

Scientists are part of a growing job market and in high demand.   



Exam Schedule/Information for Parents 

At the end of January, students in Grades 6-12 will be taking first semester exams.  Students should begin preparing 
in December.  Exams are 20% of the semester grade at Grade 6, 25% at Grade 7 and 30% in Grades 8-12. 

Teachers are required to post to One Drive their exam revision sheet by no later than December 15. 

Students in Grades KG-5 will have normal school days during the exam schedule.   

All middle and high school students must make arrangements to leave after the exams.  The school will not 
have supervision and students are expected to be studying at home for the following day as the review    
sessions will be completed prior to exams. 

We encourage you to maintain a regular schedule for KG-Grade 5 students.  KG-Grade 5 have regular classes    
during the exam time. We want them to stay for the full school day each and every day. In order to take a brother or 
sister who is KG-Grade 5 before dismissal, the parents must complete the permission form for the younger 
child.  Older brothers and sisters may only take the younger child if the form is completed. 

Please email the classroom teacher or principal if you have questions about your child’s schedule. 

On exam days, please make arrangements to pick up your Grade 6-12 child immediately after exams.               
Parents are responsible for the safe collection of students Grades 6-12.  The school allows all students in 
Grades 6-12 to leave right after exams. 

School bus riders Grades 6-12 can continue to take the bus and leave at 12:15 pm with the KG students. School bus 
riders that are staying back till 12:15 can utilize their time to review in rooms assigned by school principals.  

Kindly review the exam dismissal slip carefully for KG-Grade 5 students.  Again, KG-5 have normal classes 
scheduled each and every day, except early dismissal on January 24, and we encourage them to remain in 
school for their learning. 

 

Date of Exam Time Schedule 

14 January 2020 

Tuesday 
11:00 – 2:00 pm 

AP Psychology / AP Calculus / 

AP Environmental Science 

15 January 2020 

Wednesday 
11:00 – 2:00 pm AP Biology / AP Physics 

16 January 2020 

Thursday 
11:00 – 2:00 pm AP English Literature & Composition / AP Chemistry 

19 January 2020 

Sunday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Math 

Middle/high school student dismissal: 9:30 am 

20 January 2020 

Monday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

World Language 

Middle/high school student dismissal: 9:30 am 

21 January 2020 

Tuesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Science 

Middle/high school student dismissal: 9:30 am 

22 January 2020 

Wednesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Language Arts 

Middle/high school student dismissal: 9:30 am 

23 January 2020 

Thursday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Social Studies/ AP Microeconomics 

 Middle/high school student dismissal: 9:30 am 

January 26 – No School 

First semester report card distribution: February 19, 2020 

Second semester/third quarter starts on 27 January 27, 2020. 



Parent Survey Brings a Wealth of Questions 

Our annual parent survey always brings a wealth of questions.  And, we prepare answers to the most common.  But, 

as always, if you have a question, email your child’s teacher or principal for assistance. 

How can my child get extra help? 

In high school, students have a 50-minute lunch.  This is specifically for them to seek extra help.  If their teacher is 

not available, as they are teaching, the student can make arrangements to see another teacher of the same subject 

during lunch.  If the student is in AP, they can make arrangements after school.  In addition, several teachers have 

an open classroom where they help students during lunch each day and several teachers run a  remedial option   

after school.  Communicate with teachers. 

In the middle school, students can request to see their teacher and they will meet during their lunch as well. Students 

will still have time to eat and the help may be 2-3 days a week and need not be every day. 

In the elementary school, students are identified for ESL by teachers.  This is scheduled into the student’s day. 

How do we know teaches are qualified? 

First, each staff member is pre-checked by the Ministry of Education.  The pre-check verifies that the person is    

qualified to teach at the level and subject according to Qatar’s licensing standards.  This includes approval of the 

quality of the university and holding a license to teach.  After hiring, the teacher goes through a second check of all 

attested documents.  This also includes MOFA.  Schools in Qatar are not allowed to offer a contract prior to the full 

check and final Ministry approvals.   

Additionally, as part of any accreditation process and licensing process, outside organizations check licenses.  We 

could not be accredited by QNSA, AdvancED and be a candidate for NEASC if all teachers were not qualified. 

And, finally, we do not hire staff who are not licensed teachers.  Some schools do.  For example, artists may want 

steady jobs as art teachers, but the bachelors degree is in fine arts not an art teaching degree.  Thus, they cannot 

teach at MIS.  Or, as another example, a personal trainer may want to be a PE teacher.  However, the bachelors for 

a personal trainer is different than the needed bachelors degree in education to be a PE teacher.  Every teacher is 

qualified at Qatar Ministry standards, home country standards, accreditation standards and our own standards.   

Does the school have activities and clubs? 

Yes!!  The list and pictures are published in the multiple editions of the Parent Newsletter.  Contact your principal if 

you need more information.  Also, watch MIS1994, our Facebook page, for opportunities and pictures of events. 

Are all teachers of one nationality? 

No.  Our staff is very diverse with backgrounds in the American curriculum.  In hiring, nationality is not a concern.  

The ability to use a variety of strategies, encourage critical thinking, problem-solving and creativity, classroom    

management skills, ability to work as a team, delivery of instruction, and professionalism are the key components. 

Nationality does not determine teaching skill or content knowledge. 

Why don’t we give all students grades between 95-100? 

As students are learning, we expect ups and downs in motivation, conceptual understanding, etc.  Grades must be 

legitimate for colleges and universities.  In Qatar, the expectation of the universities is very high.  To universities   

outside of Qatar, a grade like 99 or 100 can appear “fake,” and may show a lack of rigor at school.  Our students  

apply worldwide, so we must give legitimate grades—not inflated grades—in order to ensure our reputation remains 

high so that students can truly apply anywhere in the world and be competitive in the international market.   



International Day—November 21 



60% 

Did you know that only 60% of children under age 5 

read daily? 

Shocking! 

Reading helps with emotional development, success 

in school, increases vocabulary, and early reading 

success leads to success later. 

Read to your child and have them read to you a little 

each day.  

KG Arabic 

Awards 

Thank you to Ms.    

Maryam for presenting 

the KG Arabic Awards.    

Arabic is new to KG2! 

Qatar Olympics 

Each week, we offer a wide variety of the School Olympic 

Programs.  These programs are ongoing throughout the 

school year.  It is an opportunity for our students to show 

their best and the best of our school to the community and 

in the process, we hope they enjoy 

a few competition victories.   

Elementary boys basketball      

under the leadership of              

Mr. Faiez successfully competed 

in November. 

Thank You 

Scenes like this happen each day with every teacher at MIS.  As professionals, 

we mentor and “parent” your children.  Our goal is to ensure that they learn not 

only the basics of math, science, English, Arabic, social studies and all their 

electives, but also learn how adults think through problems, make decisions and 

apply creativity to solutions.  We help students understand that our decision-

making and actions are based on our Core Values of responsibility, integrity, 

community and empathy.   

Thank you to each teacher who gives 100% each day to help students learn 

and grow.  We truly believe we can help students be competitive in the interna-

tional community through their experiences at MIS. 




