
Middle East International School February 2018  

MIS is: 

 Internationally accredited 

by AdvancED 

 Nationally accredited by 

QNSA 

 Licensed to operate in 

Qatar 

 Providing the American 

curriculum based on the 

Common Core       

Standards 

 Welcomes students, 

teachers and families of 

all nationalities. 

Random Facts 

4 

Students left MIS for another 

school or family at semester. 

Total enrollment at MIS:  825 

8 

New students started with us 

at 2nd semester.  This brings 

our new student enrollment to 

174. 

41 

Number of students taking AP 

classes at MIS 

Books—Hardcopy or Electronic? 

From parents, on the Parent Survey, we received  241 responses to the question, “Do 

you prefer hardcopy textbooks or e-books (electronic book copies) for your child to use 

next school year?” 

The results were:  72.4%  of parents prefer hardcopy textbooks 

At the same time, MIS is committed to its vision of “excellence in education using technol-

ogy in the instructional programs.”  High School parents have seen an increased use of 

of software. 

We want to honor your desire for hardcopy textbooks, while at the same time lightening 

the bags of students.  Thinking ahead to next year, we are going to attempt to create 

classroom sets for some content areas.  These classroom sets may mean that your 

child does not have to carry their books back and forth.  Rather, a book will be available 

at school to use and your family will keep the books you purchase at home.  This may 

give students a lighter book bag. 

In order to do this, we are going to create classroom sets through a combination of three 

things: 

 Use books currently in our library which are stocked for students who lose their book 

(purchased by the school at the start of the year) 

 Use any books your family choses to donate—Assuming we use the same text two 

years in a row, you can donate your child’s books to help. 

 Purchase some books to get us started. 

More information to come later, but we hope you will consider donating books you 

no longer want.  We can recycle them or put them to good use as part of a      

classroom set.  Dr. Sue can answer any questions on this initiative! 

Email: Susan.Borden@misqatar.com 

Re-Enrolling? 

Our re-enrollment period is 

from February 4-March 29. 

Please be sure to complete 

your child’s re-enrollment 

form to reserve a seat for 

the 2018-19 school year.   

We look forward to another 

amazing year with you and 

your child!  

Email 
Your email is the way we 
communicate with you. 

To update your email or even 
your contact information, 
write us at 

misadmin@misqatar.com  

with the subject line as: 



National Library Contest Winners—Grade 10 

Over the past 8 weeks, we held a contest to encourage students to go to the new Qatar National Library with their 

families and get a library card.  The facility is gorgeous and exceptional.  We encourage all families to develop a habit 

of visiting the library and choosing appropriate books for their students.  Reading builds writing and other vital skills 

for academic success. 

 

The winners of our contest are:    Grade 10 
For their exceptional school spirit, they will have a field trip.  Thank you to all grades who participated! 

Water Bottles 

Please ensure your child has a water bottle that they 

use every day.  They can bring from home and/or fill at 

our filtered water dispensers.  Drinking enough water in 

our climate is important to the healthy functioning of 

growing bodies (and us as adults).   

Our school is making a sincere effort to not to use plas-

tic cups any longer.  This helps the environment of     

Qatar, our home. 

National Sports Day 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018, is National Sports Day.  

The following schools will be open: 

For Boys 

Tareq bin Ziyad Independent High School 

Al Yarmouk Preparatory School 

For Girls 

Amina Bint Wahib Preparation School 

The activities are from 8-12 noon. 

If you would like your student to join in the activities 

there, please pick up a form from Ms. Eman at the 

front desk.   

Connecticut Students Arrive 

this Month 

As we continue to build 

sister school relation-

ships around the world, 

MIS will host students 

from abroad as well as 

offer the option to send 

students to other coun-

tries. 

This month, students from the USA will be arriving the 

week of February 18th.  The students will attend classes 

and do some learning and sightseeing around Qatar with 

host brothers and sisters. 

Please welcome them if you should see them! 

Road Construction 

You may have noticed the road construction near our 

school.  To the best of our knowledge, the construction 

will end about the time school starts in the fall 

(September 2018).  This will open a much larger conduit 

to move to Haloul and ring roads.  Please bear with the 

ongoing road works. 

We also request parents to use the designated parking 

areas around the school perimeter when dropping off 

and picking up your child to minimize traffic in front of 

the school. 



February Events 

January 25 

Quarter 2, Semester 1 ends 

January 26-February 3 

Semester Break 

February 4 

School Resumes (start of Semester 2) 

February 8 

Early Dismissal at 12:30 for all students; Re-

port cards sent home with students today 

Parent Teacher Conferences for KG/

Elementary from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences for MS/HS from 

4:30-7:30 p.m. 

February 13 

No School (National Sports Day)   

Get out and join the fun! 

February 15 

KG/ELEM Sports Day @ MIS 

February 19 

Connecticut (USA) students arrive for stu-

dent-exchange 

February 22 

MS/HS Sports Day @ MIS 

March 8 

Early Dismissal  @ 12:30 p.m. 

Website 

Www.misqatar.com 

Student Absences 

What do you do if your child needs to leave school? 

Call us.  Only a parent phone call can excuse a 

child from school.  Calls from nannies or drivers 

will not be accepted by the school.  We want to ensure 

that you are in control of when/if your student is ab-

sent—not student, nanny, family friend or driver. 

Questions? 

If you have a question about anything at school, please 

email any one of the principals or Dr. Sue.  We are hap-

py to assist you.   

School is different now than many years ago and differ-

ent than independent schools or community schools.  

We are happy to explain why we do 

some things and take your suggestions. 

Susan.borden@misqatar.com  

Fees 

Final fee payments for Semester 1 (September-

January) are long overdue.  If you have an outstand-

ing balance, there have been fees added during the 

unpaid months.   

Semester 2 fee payments are due on or before 

February 28, 2018.  February 28, 2018 is the final 

day to pay fees prior to any late charges being 

added. 

Thank you to the many parents who have been dili-

gent with your payments.  It is much appreciated! 

And, as always, if there are unique, extenuating cir-

cumstances, please communicate with Mr. Hussain in 

the business office.   

One Drive 

Your link to One Drive works for the entire school year!   

Please use it regularly to access weekly plans and other 

communications. 



January Students  

of the Month 

KG—Sara Ahmed Al Murqeb 

1—Rob Damien Carza 

2—Ali Hassan Al-Sulaiti  

3—Noor Emadedlin Mohamed  

4—Jomana Islam Elgoridy 

5—Janna Wael Roushdy 

6—Aaliyah Khaharani Jalas 

7—Muhammed Alief Rama Aditya 

8—Mayesha Jahin Islam 

9—Czarina Kyla Ramos 

10—Leonel Dion Peter 

11—Omar Raed Barghouti 

12—Zacharie Arash Ghavami 

 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.   

Core Values at MIS   

Responsibility, Integrity,      

Community, and Empathy 

Students in all grades show responsibility by 

bringing a water bottle to school. 

Students in all grades show empathy by consider-

ing how their actions may make someone else 

feel.  People always remember how you made 

them feel! 

Email 

As a part of our service to you, we provide our correspondence 

via email.  Please make sure that we have your updated email. 

If you do not receive anything from us, please send us an email 

at misadmin@misqatar.com with your child’s name and grade. 

When we have your email, you receive: 

 Weekly Plans 

 Newsletters 

 Special Announcements 

 Event Updates 

 Community Opportunities 

Student Trip—China 

Twelve student were chosen to participate in the 1st Student 

Exchange to our sister school in China.  Students are currently 

gathering their materials so that Mr. Victor can apply by proxy 

as the Chinese Embassy allows that. 

Student Trip—USA 

Dr. Reena will be leading the trip to the USA (Connecticut) in 

April over the MIS Spring Break.  Students are currently working 

to get their visas so that they may enter the USA. 

School Calendar for 2018-19 

As always, we begin working on the next school year in Janu-

ary.  We hope to share the calendar for 2018-19 with you by 

March 1, 2018.  We know you are eager to make plans! 

On January 15, the school received information that we will be 

submitting our information via software to the MoE.  So, we will 

continue to work in collaboration with the MoE for approval prior 

to disseminating the calendar to parents. 

February 8 

 

Report Cards are 

coming home! 

February 8 

Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

All Grades 



Active Listening - Improve Relationships with Our Children 

“Since in order to speak, one must first listen, learn to speak by listening."  -- Rumi 

A few days ago my 8 year old son came home from school looking extremely frustrated and upset.  When I inquired why, he told me, (a huge 

tear slowly rolling down his cheek) that his science teacher had failed to keep her promise. His science teacher had promised to make him the 

group leader for the next five weeks, but had chosen another boy instead. My son who has a passion for science and is nicknamed the ‘walking 

science encyclopedia’, who loves to share his knowledge with his friends, had waited for a long time to be appointed group leader of his class. I 

knew it was very important to my son and I felt his disappointment, but I refrained from dismissing his sentiments, neither did I shower him with 

sympathy. I gave him a hug, looked into his eyes and told him that I knew exactly how it felt to be in his shoes. He wiped off his tears, pondered 

on the matter for a few seconds, and much to my reassurance announced that being the leader was not as important to him, as long as his 

teachers appreciated his intelligence and hard work.  Giving me a big hug, my son went off to play, tears all forgotten. I felt happy because my 

most important parenting tool ‘listening’ had paid off. All that my child needed at that moment was to be heard and acknowledged, and I had 

catered to his needs.  Listening to understand instead of listening to judge is called ‘active listening.’  Active listening skills, which can be ac-

quired with some practice, really help us improve communication with our children.  

“There are people who, instead of listening to what is being said to them, are already listening to what they are going to say themselves." - Al-

bert Guinon 

According to a studies, we remember only 25 to 50% of what we hear during a conversation, the rest is apparently lost in the realm of a mind 

preoccupied with a million thoughts. Active listening, on the other hand, is a practice through which we listen not only to hear the view point of 

the other person, but to understand the complete message.  As parents it is our responsibility to acquire this skill to raise confident and emo-

tionally secure children.  Most of the time, when children share their problems and frustrations with us, their issues seem very trivial compared 

to the adult problems that we face on a daily basis. What we don’t strive to understand is that the problems that seem so trivial to us are in fact 

major issues for children, in their ‘real world’.  In order to understand our children, we need to put ourselves in their shoes. For a child, losing 

his favorite toy, or being picked on at school is as earth shattering as an adult losing a major business deal or being harassed by a jealous co-

worker. Therefore, by practicing active listening, we acknowledge their feelings and open a channel of communication which saves us parents 

from problems such as teenage rebellion and misunderstandings related to generation gap issues in future.  

"Effective listeners remember that "words have no meaning - people have meaning."----Larry Barker 

Active listening is a skill that can be acquired with some practice. Some of us who are always preoccupied with our own issues may need a 

little more practice than others to master this art.  The following are the steps that enable us to be active listeners: 

 Focus and paying undivided attention 

 Make strong eye contact 

 Avoid looking over the shoulder 

 Listen with an open mind, to understand and not to judge 

 Acknowledge their feelings 

 Make them know that you care, by your facial expressions and body language 

 Make comments such as, “I can see how upset you are” or “It must be frustrating” 

etc. 

 Don’t shower them with sympathy such as “I am so sorry”, “What a pity,” etc. 

 Ask questions 

"The greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me what I thought, and attended to my answer."                                 — 

Henry David Thoreau 

Thank you to Principal Tasneem, Elementary Principal, for contributing her thoughts to our February newsletter!  Her wisdom is something that 

we can all use not only with our children, but in our work as well.  Give active listening a try and see if your relationships change in any way.  

Give active listening a try and see if people walk away from you thinking, “He/she made me feel confident and good about what I said.”  People 

will always remember how you made them feel, but not always your words. 

If I had my child to raise over again 

I'd build self-esteem first and the house later 

I'd finger paint more and point the finger less 

I would do less correcting and more connecting 

I'd take my eyes off my watch and watch with my 

eyes 

I would care to know less and know to care more 

I'd take more hikes and fly more kites 

I'd stop playing serious and seriously play 

I would run through more fields and gaze at more 

stars 

I'd do more hugging and less tugging 

I'd see the oak tree in the acorn more often 

I would be firm less often and affirm much more 

I'd model less about the love of power 

And more about the power of love. 



Teacher Professional Development 

Each month, there is an early dismissal day.  Do you ever wonder what teachers do on that day?  Well, teachers 

become the students on that day!  In January, for example, teachers examined the data from our parent, student 

and staff surveys.  They were asked to follow a process to review the surveys ultimately finding the strengths and 

challenges at MIS.  This is the start of setting goals to make changes.  (Below: Photos of the teachers at work!) 



Looking Forward 

March 8 

Early Dismissal 

March 15 

International Day 

March 30-April 7 

Spring Break 

Top 10 Questions to Ask at 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

1.  How is my child doing socially? 

2.  How is my child doing emotionally? 

3.  What academic progress have you seen? 

4.  What do you think my child is good at? 

5.  Is my child at grade level? 

6.  Is my child doing their best? 

7.  Does my child need any extra help? 

8.  How can I help? 

9.  Can I share a concern? 

10. How can I contact you? 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Roles in the Parent-Teacher Conference: 

Parents: 

Learn about their children's progress in school 

Recognize the teacher as someone working on your 

child's behalf each day - respect them 

Seek solutions collaboratively 

Participate in developing an action plan, if needed 

Clarify how you will communicate with the teacher 

Teachers: 

Show examples of student work and examples of ex-

pected levels of performance 

Ask questions about what the parent sees the student 

struggling with 

Gain insights into their student's home and community 

lives 

Gain an understanding of parent perceived strengths 

and needs 

Share ideas for supporting student learning at home 

Together: 

Develop new strategies collaboratively to support stu-

dent learning at school 

Ensure clear, future communication directly from the 

teacher to the parent 

Welcome our New Students 

At semester, MIS welcomed 8 new students.   

With DeBakey High School closing at the end of 2017-18, we 

have seen an increase in the number of high school students 

enrolling at semester.  Parents are smart to look for a new, 

American-curriculum school at semester as enrollment in 

the fall fills up fast.  We find ourselves in high demand! 

Please be assured that we are monitoring our class sizes 

closely in order to focus on continuing to provide quality edu-

cation. 

Please help us by returning your re-enrollment paperwork.  

This guarantees you spot for the fall. Re-enrollment forms will 

be available from February 4. 

March 29, 2018 is the re-enrollment deadline! Model United Nations 

Zachary (Senior) and Omar Barghouti (Junior)        

received special recognitions at the MUN held at the    

International School of London on 

January 12, 2018. 

Thanks to their mentors - Ms. 

Shondale Pagano, Ms. Kristi Rug-

gles and Mr. Elliot Nyamvura. 



Reading... Why? 

1. Children who read often and widely get better at it. 

After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything humans do, and 

reading in no different. 

2. Reading exercises our brain. 

Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than 

watching TV, for example. Reading strengthens brains connections 

and builds NEW connections. 

3. Reading improves concentration. 

Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story 

when they are reading. If the read often, they will develop the skill to 

do this for longer. 

4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. 

5. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 

Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb 

information on how to structure sentences and how to use words and 

other language features effectively in their writing and speaking. 

6. Reading develops a child's imagination. 

As we read our brains translate the descriptions we read of people, 

places and things into pictures. While we are engaged in a story we 

are also imagining how a character is feeling. Young children then 

bring this knowledge into their everyday play. 

7. Reading helps children to develop empathy. 

As children develop they begin to imagine how they would feel in that 

situation. 

8. Reading is a fun. 

9.  Reading is a great way to spend time together. 

Enjoy quiet moments reading as you tuck your child into bed or time 

together as you search for a book in the new National Library. 

10. Children who read achieve better in school. 

Reading promotes achievement in all sub-

jects, not just English.  

Children who are good readers tend to 

achieve better across the curriculum. 

How do I Encourage 

Reading at Home? 

Growing readers takes care and feed-

ing, just like growing a beautiful flower. 

Here are some ways that you can grow 

a reader: 

*Go to the new National Library 

*Be a role model by reading in front of 

your child 

*Allow your child to read anything—

comic books, cereal boxes, and maga-

zines 

*Learn about “just right” books and help 

your child pick them 

*Play games identifying letters when out 

in public 

*Make it a habit to read at bedtime each 

night 

*Create a cozy “reading spot” in your 

house with soft cushions and good light-

ing 

*Ensure access to lots of things to read 

in the house 

The Basics on Normal 

School Day 

6:30 a.m.—Gate by blue canopy opens (45 

minutes before school starts) 

6:45 a.m.  - Main gate opens, students allowed to 

move from blue canopy to courtyard 

7:00 a.m.—Doors of school open to allow stu-

dents inside 

7:15 a.m.—Classes begin, attendance taken.  

Students arriving late should enter through of-

fice for a late slip 

12:30 p.m.—Buses leave with KG students 

1:55 p.m.—Dismissal for all students in Grades  

1-12.  Parents in front, buses in back please. 



New at MIS—Investing in Our 

Students and School 

 New Speakers in all Classrooms 

 Portable laptop cart with power charging station to hold a total 

of 30 new laptops 

 Purchase of ten laptops to complete       

the new, portable laptop cart 

 New, decorative clock being added to 

the exterior of MIS to serve as a land  

mark in the Bu Hamour area and cele-

brate the legacy of important clocks in 

Qatar 

What is a Standards-Based Report Card? 

A standards-based report card emphasizes learning instead of earning marks in KG-Grade 5. For example, when 

young readers first learn to read, they learn the difference between pictures and words.  Next, they learn that words 

in English go from left to right and top to bottom.  Then, they learn many sight words.  And, finally, they can read a 

sentence.  Moving through each step to becoming a reader means mastering a new standard.  Standards help you 

know what your child is learning and what they need to learn next. 

Each quarter, we will provide students multiple opportunities to practice, attain, and demonstrate proficiency on the 

standards. In a standards-based classroom, the focus is on a student’s performance over multiple opportunities 

beyond the grading and averaging of tests and quizzes. Hence, the report card will accurately communicate 

achievement of learning standards to students, parents, and educators. 

Through the identification of clear standards, a student’s knowledge and skills will be measured on a continual ba-

sis, stretching students to perform at their highest level of potential. Teachers will collect evidence of a child’s 

achievement through careful observations, examination of the students’ work, discussions, projects, performance 

tasks, quizzes, and tests. Teachers will record information about each child’s progress on a frequent basis, analyze 

and compile that information, and finally use the data to evaluate each child’s progress toward attainment of the 

standard. Therefore, the grade for each semester will communicate a student’s progress as compared to where we 

would expect him/her to be at that moment in time. 

Social/emotional development grades will be reported separately form proficiency grades. They are an integral 

piece of the report card as they reflect the degree to which a student demonstrates behaviors in the areas of effort 

and work ethic, attitude and decision making, as well as preparedness for learning. 

Standards have been developed for the core subjects in Grades 1-5 for each quarter. The purpose of these are to 

assist students and parents in understanding what the specific learning expectations are for students to be consid-

ered proficient at each grade level in each skill area at each quarter. These learning expectations may grow or in-

crease as the school year progresses and more content/skills are introduced.  

If you have questions regarding standards-based report cards, please email our Elementary Principal: 

tasneem.ali@misqatar.com or KG Principal: minu.varghese@misqatar.com 

Mr. Riteesh (MIS Electrician) install speakers with 

Mr. Madhav (Custodian) 



Teacher Feature 

Our teacher feature this month is Ms. Marina.  Ms. Marina started with MIS in No-

vember 2000 as a high school English teacher after graduating from University of 

Bombay.  Ms. Marina has masters level qualification in economics and sociology. 

She studied law and history in her post graduate work.  Later on, upon seeing her 

strengths in Social Studies, she was appointed as a social studies teacher for 

high school. She has pursued various professional development opportunities to 

enhance her skills as a team leader and as a teacher. She was, later on, promot-

ed to be the Head of Social Studies Department.  

Ms. Marina has also served as Accreditation Coordinator for AdvancED Accredi-

tation. She became coordinator for QNSA accreditation in 2015 as well. Ms. Mari-

na has been part of AdvancED Conference in U.A.E. and she has participated in 

different workshops conducted by AdvancED. Ms. Marina has also assisted Ad-

vancED in their accreditation process and has travelled to Abu Dhabi to partici-

pate as a team member of AdvancEd accreditation team; she was awarded certif-

icates from AdvancED as a token of appreciation of her sincere work.  He work with accreditation has been essential 

to the accreditations MIS now hold from both AdvancED and QNSA. 

Ms. Marina is a very positive person and she loves to keep on learning as she believes learning process in profession-

al life never stops.  She takes learning as a continuous process. She loves MIS: the environment, colleagues and stu-

dents, hence she has spent a long tenure of 17 years here. The multicultural environment is a challenge in itself. She 

has seen MIS grow and be what it is today. She is very proud of all that MIS has done and has given her over the 

years. 

MAP TESTING 

During February and into the first week of March, your child will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress® 

(MAP®). We give students MAP tests to determine your child’s instructional level and to measure academic growth 

throughout the school year, and from year to year in the areas of math, reading, and language. Your child will take the 

tests on a computer.  Total testing time will be about 3 hours total per student, but may be slightly less or more depend-

ing on the student.  MAP results do not count towards academic grades.  We use the results for information to help us 

plan our classroom instruction, give us more information on our students as learners, determine honors placement and 

much more. 

Students in grades KG-11 take the tests in fall, winter, and spring.  Attendance during MAP testing is very important. I 

would encourage you to avoid making appointments or checking your child out of school during the assigned testing 

dates. Students tend to perform better when they take tests in their regular testing environment. For this reason, we try 

to avoid the additional stress to your child by scheduling them out to make up missed tests.  

Below is a list of other tips to help your child do well on the MAP test: 

• Make sure your child gets a good night sleep.  

• Make sure your child has a good breakfast.  

• Encourage your child to do his/her best. 

• Make sure your child is at school on time.  

• Ask about the test each day. Let your child know the test is important and that you care about the results. 

For more information on resources for parents, please go to: https://www.nwea.org/parent-toolkit/  


