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MIS is: 

 Internationally accredited 

by AdvancED 

 Nationally accredited by 

QNSA 

 Licensed to operate in 

Qatar 

 Providing the American 

curriculum based on the 

Common Core       

Standards 

 Welcomes students, 

teachers and families of 

all nationalities. 

Parent Survey Receives Excellent Response 

Thank you for responding to our survey!  We had an outstanding number of parents par-

ticipate and truly feel that we are able to learn from you.  Below is a table that gives you 

some basic information.  Then, further into the newsletter are more details.   As always, if 

this leaves you with any questions, just send a quick email and we will help you! 

366 Number of parents who started the survey 

241 Number of parents who completed the 40 multiple choice questions 

175 Number of parents who completed the entire survey 

53% Male survey respondents 

42%  Have been with MIS for 0-3 years 

45% Have been with MIS for 4-9 years 

13% Have been with MIS for 10 or more years 

What Do You Like Best about MIS? 

As parents, you were very clear about the things you like best about MIS.   

#1  Teaching and Learning—When we group the ideas expressed 

about curriculum, teaching methods, standards, and the level at which we teach, they 

make up about 31% of the comments. 

We are pleased that we are teaching the right things in the right way! 

#2  Our staff—Thank you for recognizing the outstanding work our staff does 

each day.  Teaching the American curriculum is demanding, but your comments shared 

that our staff does it well.  Many parents used the words, “kind, professional, and courte-

ous.”  These comments made up about 20% of the comments.  Thank you!  We will 

strive to continue to be outstanding professionals at all times. 

#3  Facility/Location—Thank you for recognizing the hard work to keep 

the facility clean, organized and appealing.  Our custodians and cleaners are the heart 

of this along with helping students recognize their role in keeping the environment they 

learn in the best it can be with over 1,000 people using it daily.  These comments were 

about 20% of the comments. 

#4 Learning Environment—The comments here were regarding 

safety, discipline, and lots about a positive atmosphere.  This was also about 17% of all 

comments. 

87% 

Percent of students 

from  2016-17                

re-enrolled in 2017-18 

The website has had 

more than 5,600 hits 

since we launched it! 

85% of our website  

users are from Qatar 

Random 

Facts: 



First Place National Winner! 

Angelica Kayle Tomas Cabang won the National Day 

Competition titled "National Creativity by Small Hands 

of 2017."  The winners were announced on Tuesday, 

December 5 at the Doha Exhibition Conference Hall at 

the Second Qatar Youth Forum.  Her entrance was 

featured last month in the newsletter, but here it is 

again! 

Angelica featured with Ms. Liana and her award 

check presented at the Qatar Youth Forum. 

International Bees and 

Bowls: Geography and      

History 

We have been adding new opportunities for students this 

year!  In fact, each month there has been something new 

to give our students more opportunities outside of school.   

This month, Ms. Marina, Subject Coordinator for Social 

Studies, announced the opportunity to participate in the 

Geography Bee (Ms. Almas) and the History Bowl and 

Bee (Ms. Sumaiya, Ms. Haylin and Ms. Ranjit).  Teachers 

will begin selecting students for the teams and individual 

students for future competitions  We will have preliminary 

rounds for selecting the final teams and individual stu-

dents for the bee and bowl competitions. 

2nd Place Essay Writer 

Congratulations to Fabiha Saifullah Sara!  Her essay pre-

sented at the Pakistani International School of Qatar’s 5th 

Annual Inter-School Literacy 

Competition took second 

place in the senior division.  

 Fabiha’s competed against 

70 students from 34 schools.  

She was given a theme, but 

not a specific topic.  During 

the competition, she wrote an 

impromptu persuasive-

argumentative essay related 

to communication. 

Thank you for representing 

MIS so well! 



January Events 

January 2 

School Resumes after Winter Break 

January 11 

Early Dismissal @ 12:30 p.m. (Teachers will 

be involved in workshops in the afternoon, 

examining data.) 

January 17 

Semester Exams begin—see schedule on 

page 9. 

January 25 

End of First Semester 

January 26-February 3 

No School—Semester Break 

February 4 

Start of Semester 2 

February 8 

Early Dismissal @ 12:30 p.m. 

MS/HS Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Website 

Www.misqatar.com 

Student Absences/Exits 

What do you do if your child needs to leave school? 

Call us.  Only a parent phone call can excuse a 

child from school.  Calls from nannies or drivers 

will not be accepted by the school.  We want to ensure 

that you are in control of when/if your student is ab-

sent—not student, nanny, family friend or driver. 

Questions? 

If you have a question about anything at school, please 

email any one of the principals or Dr. Sue.  We are happy 

to assist you.   

School is a little different now than many years ago and 

different than independent schools.  We are happy to ex-

plain why we do some things and take your suggestions. 

Email susan.borden@misqatar.com  

Top 5 Nationalities at MIS 

Early in the year, we shared where our new students are 

from.  On the parent survey, you recognized 

that our diversity is our strength.  Here are 

the top five countries represented at MIS: 

1. Egyptian—20% 

2. Jordanian—13% 

3. Pilipino—12% 

4. Qatari—11% 

5. American—5% 

Fees 

Final fee payments for Semester 1 (September-

January) are long overdue.  If you have an outstand-

ing balance, there have been late fees added during 

the unpaid months.   

Semester 2 fee payments are due on or before 

February 28, 2018.  February 28, 2018 is the final 

day to pay fees prior to any late charges being 

added. 

Thank you to the many parents who have been dili-

gent with your payments.  It is much appreciated! 

And, as always, if there are unique, extenuating cir-

cumstances, please communicate with Mr. Hussain in 

the Business Office.   

One Drive 

Your link to One Drive works for the entire school year!   

Please use it regularly to access weekly plans and other 

communications. 



December Students  

of the Month 

 

KG—Qaymayriyah Ghiayas 

1—Habiba Shady Shaban 

2—Tara Tadic 

3—Isa Kuntadi 

4—Najla Thufala Arfanidya 

5—Zain Ramy Badour 

6—Lei Francesca Mariano  

7—Ranyshia Wiley Agpalasin 

8—Angeleah Belen Ganelo 

9—Selina Firas Haddad 

10—Angelica Kyle Cabang 

11—Ahmed Saad Al Rumaihi 

12—Melek Sidi Ben Ali 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.  They helped us start our 

school year in a very positive way! 

Core Values     

Responsibility, Integrity,       

Community, Empathy 

Students in all grades show integrity through honesty. 

Students in all grades show community by wearing 

their uniform. 

Email 

As a part of our service to you, we provide our corre-

spondence via email.  Please make sure that we have 

your updated email. 

If you do not receive anything from us, please send us 

an email at misadmin@misqatar.com with your child’s 

name and grade. 

When we have your email, you receive: 

 Weekly Plans 

 Newsletters 

 Special Announcements 

 Event Updates 

 Community Opportunities 

Student Trip—China 

Twelve student were chosen to participate in the 1st Student 

Exchange to our sister school in China.  Congratulations to 

these students!  We know they will be excellent ambassadors to 

China.  Due dates for final, full payment are in January. 

Student Trip—USA 

Dr. Reena will be leading the trip to the USA (Connecticut) in 

April over the MIS Spring Break.  If you have an interest, please 

email Dr. Reena at reena.rajesh@misqatar.com. 

School Calendar for 2018-19 

As always, we begin working on the next school year in Janu-

ary.  We hope to share the calendar for 2018-19 with you by 

March 1, 2018.  We know you are eager to make plans! 

Looking for Volunteers: Host 

Families for Exchange Students 

If you would like to volunteer to host exchange students from 

the USA, please reach out to our Academic Counselor 

Ms.Tessy at tessy.manalil@misqatar.com. 

You will be provided with the details and guidelines for serving 

as a host family to our foreign exchange students. 



New National Library 

With over 1 million books and resources, 

the new National Library is a treasure for 

Qatar. 

We hope you will visit the library and get a 

library card! 

In order to encourage getting the      

library card, we are having a contest 

for students.   

From December 1-January 25 

The grade level with the highest percent-

age of library cards will win an additional 

field trip.  Students and their principal will 

decide on the field trip date and location. 

Students must show their library card 

to their homeroom teacher in order to 

be recorded for their grade level. 

They will keep a tally of each grade level 

and calculate the percentage. 

The winning grade level will be an-

nounced in the first week of February, the 

start of the new semester. 

Let’s get a library card and READ!! 

December Field Trips for Learning! 

Students have had a wonderful start to the year and we are able 

to travel a little in December.  During December, our students 

went on a number of field trips to have wonderful learning experi-

ences around Qatar that are linked with their curriculum.  We are 

extending their learning in the classroom into the “real world.” 

In addition, colleges and universities from around the world visited 

during lunches, OM and DI teams attended training, MUN com-

peted at ISLQ and Mesaieed, students participated at military 

camp as part of Qatar National Day, as well as several smaller in-

school events to lighten the load a bit before break and the hard 

work of preparing for exams on January. 

Grade levels who did not travel in December will have other opportunities throughout the year! 

Grade 3—Darb al Saai      Grade 9—Darb al Saai      Grade 11—Msheireb Museum   

Grade 5—Qatar Scientific Club   Grade 10—German Art Exhibition  Grade 12—Qatar National Library  

Grade 6—Qatar National Library 

Health Professional Awareness  

Program (HPAP) 

Last month, you may have read about students attending SEHHA to learn 

about health careers.  This month,     another group of students was accepted 

in the Health Professional Awareness Program (HPAP) at Hamad Hospital.  

This prestigious program offers students the opportunity to explore a specific 

field with hospital health professions.  Students will be spending part of their 

Winter Break, Semester Break, or another break shadowing health profes-

sionals to learn about their work.  Students participating:   

Melek Sidi Ben Ali — Future Doctor Program-Cardiology 

Sidra Kharita — Physiotherapy and First Responder 

Farah Mohamed Roshdy — Future Doctor Program for Dentistry 

Ayda Gamal Mohamed Al Hassan — Future Doctor Program for Dentistry 

Saifeddin Samer Shalan — Future Doctor Program for Dentistry 

Mouhammad Medhat Ayman Swai — Future Doctor Program 

Reem Ghassan Al Asadi — Future Doctor Program 

Nora Abdah — Future Doctor Program 

Hasan Al Falluji — Future Doctor Program 

Zahwa Puspita Jalas — Physiotherapy and First Responder 

Layaly Mohammad Mahmoud — Future Doctor Program 

Dominique De Lara Blanco — Physiotherapy and First Responder  



Parent Survey:  Questions You Asked, Here are Answers! 

Can we start school later (like 8:00 a.m.)?  And, can we end earlier?   

Well, we could.  But, completing the American curriculum requires 180 full 8-hour days.  Our current day for students is 6 hours 

and 45 minutes.  So, when we start later, where will we add days or hours?  Simply put, you cannot take away time without 

adding it somewhere else.  We are open to your ideas, but must balance that with ensuring we are providing the full curriculum 

to prepare students for the world beyond high school.  Our staff Calendar Committee can certainly consider them in January as 

they prepare the calendar for 2018-19. 

Are all teachers qualified? 

Yes.  Our national and international accreditations are based on many key factors.  One is that staff are highly qualified, li-

censed and receive ongoing professional development.  And, without the appropriate qualifications, teachers cannot move 

through the strict requirements of the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Labor.  In addition, we take pride in 50% of our 

teaching staff holding a master’s degree or higher.  So, they are qualified equal to that of teachers around the world in interna-

tional schools.  We always advise parents to look for three things: national accreditation, international accreditation and a li-

cense to operate a school.  With these three things, you can rest assured you have a quality school. 

Is everyone admitted who applies to MIS? 

No.  Unfortunately, not all students/families are admitted to MIS.  The top reasons include:  failure to complete required admis-

sions paperwork, poor scores on admissions tests, problems at previous schools such as behavior issues, or exceptionally low 

grades at previous schools.  In addition, some parents begin the process and then, chose another school.  For information on 

the admissions process, check out the website!  We encourage all interested students/families to follow the steps in order to be 

considered for admission. 

Is there a library at MIS? 

There is a fantastic library!  It is upstairs, above the canteen, next to the ICT lab.  The library holds a good collection of books in 

English and we are adding more and more books in Arabic.   In December, both the librarian and Mr. Nizar, Subject Coordina-

tor for Foreign Language Department, attended the national book fair and purchased books for the collection.  The copy center 

and ten computers are also located in the library. 

Do you have exams at MIS? 

Yes.  Exams are held twice per year in January and June.  Students in Grades 6-12 take exams.   See page 9 for information! 

Why does the gate open at 6:45 a.m.? 

The gate opens at the same time that staff are coming on duty.  We do not charge for before or after school care.  So, students 

(who must be supervised for their safety) are allowed to enter the blue canopy area at 6:30 a.m. and then, at 6:45 a.m., the 

courtyard.  The school day is busy and challenging.  We always remind parents that students work hard, too—and with home-

work, they have a long day like adults.  It is important to us that we do not extend that day even more with waiting for gates to 

open or parents to pick up. 

Where can my child get extra help? 

Our teachers are really generous with their time.  Students in Grades 6-8 have a 35 minute lunch followed by a silent reading 

time.  Help can be requested during their lunch.  Students in Grades 9-12 have a 50 minute lunch.  Help can be requested dur-

ing their lunch.  Students should talk with the teacher in advance, get a pass, and then, meet the teacher. 

For elementary students, please contact the teacher directly for their recommendation.  Reading 20 minutes per night and writ-

ing in a journal (3-5 sentences) is the best help! 



Teacher Feature:  Ms. Miriam in Kindergarten 

Ms. Miriam Baul has been a member of MIS family, teaching in Kindergarten for 9 years out of her 15 years of 

teaching experience. She always shows a passion for what she does. To be a kindergarten teacher is not always 

easy, and in fact can be quite challenging. It’s a great task of prepar-

ing children for the world of learning. 

Ms. Miriam graduated with a Bachelor of Elementary Education 

from St. Michael’s College, Guagua, Pampanga, Philippines. 

Ms. Miriam always strives to make her students good human          

beings and it’s a reward for her to see them grow. Her goal for her  

students is to help them develop their abilities in reading and writing 

and to support social and emotional development through positive 

guidance.  

She always tries to make her students feel comfortable and helps 

them learn with methods that best suit their needs.  She always tries 

to modify the lessons with the strategies learned in professional devel-

opment workshops the school provides. 

She is a talented teacher with lots of patience and always an asset to 

the kindergarten section. 

Thank you, Ms. Miriam, for being a wonderful teacher! 

Destination Imagination and Odyssey of the Mind 

On Saturday, December 2, one Destination Imagination (DI) team from the elementary school, four Odyssey of the 

Mind (OM) teams from the middle school, and one DI team from the high school participated in a Skills Workshop at 

the QNCC.   

The Skills Workshop was run by Al Faisal Without Borders Foundation (Alf).  Alf is a Qatari NGO with a mission to 

enrich the lives of youth in Qatar and the Middle East.  Alf implements education programs in schools and universi-

ties, each designed by subject experts and in line with Qatar’s 2030 vision.  Their program teaches youth 21st cen-

tury skills, preparing students to become empowered future citizens of society.  

The workshop was designed to provide students the skills that can be applied to solving their team chosen chal-

lenge, and help get the teams ready for their March competition.  Great job MIS problem solvers! 



Student Survey 

In addition to our Parent Survey, we conduct a Student Survey.  This survey is done electronically during ICT classes 

and asks students about 30 questions.  The total survey time is about 10 minutes.  It provides us with valuable feed-

back.  Here are the results of the students surveys! 

Our Student Survey for Grades 6-12 closed on December 14, so we were able to take a quick look at the 34 multiple 

choice questions.  We still have more work to do reviewing the student comments and grouping by theme. 

Our biggest finding is that a lot of students answered “neutral” to all the questions.  In fact, between 20-35%.  This 

offers us an opportunity to explore what that means to students.  This is a big portion of the student body that is “on 

the fence.”  

Our second biggest finding is that there is a lot of misinformation out there.  Students share things they hear, but that 

information is not always correct.  So, we always encourage parents and students to email their principal directly for 

questions beyond the classroom homework, projects and tests. 

Finally, here are the most positive and most negative rated items from our students: 

Highest Rated 

1. All of my teaches use tests, projects, 

presentations and portfolios to check my 

understanding of what was taught. 

2. My school gives multiple assessment to 

check my understanding of what was taught. 

3. In my school, the principal and teachers 
have high expectations of me. 

 All of my teachers use a variety of teaching 
methods and learning activities to help me de-
velop the skills I will need to succeed. 

 My school provides me with challenging cur-
riculum and learning experiences. 

(Three items had equal results for the third high-

est statement by students. All three are listed.) 

Lowest Rated 

1. Students respect the property of others. 

2. All students are treated with respect. 

3. Students help each other even if they are 
not friends. 

Clearly, these results give us the opportunity to 

continue to work with our students.  Our Core 

Values can continue to play a vital role as well 

as your support as parents! 

We’ll continue to work with results as we devel-

op programs and share information with stu-

dents in the future. 



Exam Schedule for January  

At the end of January, students will be taking first semester exams.  Students should begin preparing in December.   

Teachers are required to post to One Drive their exam preparation sheet by no later than December 17. 

The exam schedule for Grade 6-12 is below. 

Students in Grade KG-5 will have normal school days during the exam schedule. 

In order to leave after the exam, students must have a parent permission on file. 

In order to take a brother or sister who is KG-Grade 5, student must have a parent permission on file. 

We encourage you to maintain a regular schedule for KG-Grade 5 students.  KG-Grade 5 have regular classes dur-

ing the exam time. We want them to stay for the full school day each and every day. 

Again, we run two schedules during exams.  One schedule is specific to students in Grades KG-Grade 5.  One 

schedule is specific to Grades 6-12.  Please email the classroom teacher or principal if you have questions about 

your child’s schedule. 

On exam days, please make arrangements to pick up your Grade 6-12 child immediately after exams.  

School bus riders Grades 6-12 can continue to take the bus and leave at 12:15 pm with the KG students. Students 
that are staying back till 12:15 can utilize their time to review for the next exam with their respective teachers, in 
rooms assigned by school principals.  

Kindly sign and return the permission slips which will be sent home to update us with your child’s dismissal 
routine for the exam week.  

Date of Exam Time Schedule 

January 17th  

Wednesday 
 Normal School Day 

ICT for Grades 6-8 ONLY 

Student dismissal for all grades at 1:55 pm 

January 18th  

Thursday 
7:15 – 8:10 am 

Islamic Studies for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal for all grades at 1:55 pm 

January 21st  

Sunday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Science for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal Grades 6-12 at 9:30 am 

January 22nd 

Monday 

7:30 am – 9:30 am 

  

Language Arts for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal Grade 6-12 at 9:30 am 

January 23rd 

Tuesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Social Studies for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal Grade 6-12 at 9:30 am 

January 24th 

Wednesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

World Language for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal Grades 6-12 at  9:30 am 

January 25th 

Thursday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Math for Grades 6-12 

Student dismissal Grades 6-12 at 9:30 am 

January 28 - February 3, 2018 Semester Break. 

Second semester/third quarter starts February 4, 2018. 
 

First semester report card distribution: 8 February 2018. 



Thinking about College? 

As students think about college, Ms. Tessy is exposing students 

to many options.  The following is a list of colleges or college 

fairs that have come to MIS during high school lunch or that 

students have visited in the first part of the 2017-18 school 

year.   

Please contact Ms. Tessy, Academic Counselor, for services 

related to college choice and application.  We will continue to 

bring in outstanding schools from around the world!   

Tessy.manalil@misqatar.com  

Aberdeen University, UK , Qatar Campus  

Asia Pacific University, Malaysia  

College of New Caledonia, Canada  

Columbia College, Canada  

Curtin University, Malaysia  

Dickinson College ,USA  

Douglas College, Canada 

Durham College, Canada  

Georgetown University, Qatar 

Golden Hills Schools Division 

Infrastructure University, Malaysia   

International Medical University, Malaysia  

Kaplan International College, UK 

Middle East Technical University, Turkey  

Nelson Marlborough Institute Technology New Zealand  

North Island College , Canada  

Northern  Illinois University, Chicago, USA 

Okanagan College, Canada  

Qatar University  

Shoreline Community College ,USA 

Stenden University ,Qatar  

Sunway University, Malaysia  

Thomson Rivers University , Canada  

Trent University, Canada  

University Foundation College , Qatar  

University Foundation Program ,UK 

University of Balamand , Lebanon  

University of Brunswick, Canada  

University of Nottingham, Malaysia  

University of Waterloo, Canada 

Vancouver Island University, Canada  

Virginia Commonwealth University, Qatar  

Wilfred Laurier University ,Canada  



What do You Like Least About MIS? 

Well, this part of the parent survey was a little more difficult to find the themes.  In many cases, parents took the op-

portunity to address something that seemed very personal to their experience.  But, we believe in examining those, 

and we have identified at least three themes. 

#1 Need for More After School Activities 

#2 Fees (too high) 

#3 School Hours/Policy about Tardy to First Hour 

First, as parents, you shared a desire for more after-school activities.  We currently offer: 

 Model United Nations (Grades 6-12) 

 Destination Imagination/Odyssey of the Mind (Grades 6-12) 

 Robotics (Grades 6-12) 

We do not offer a full program of sports or the arts.  Our focus is truly education as a college preparatory school.  

However, please see our website for community opportunities in all areas outside MIS.  We encourage you to take 

advantage of all that Qatar has to offer! 

Second, you shared concerns about fees.  Please know that we are VERY aware of fees for our competition.  In ex-

amining the entire market, we are mid-priced.  There are more expensive and less expensive schools.  We recognize 

that costs are increasing in each home for groceries, gasoline, etc.  Like you, we experience this as a school.  Books, 

teachers, supplies, and transportation are all increasing costs for the school.  Even with those increases, the following 

is evidence that we have worked to keep school fees manageable over the last four years.   

0% for 2014-15 

2% for 2015-16 

0% for 2016-17 

0% for 2017-18 

There was a substantial fee increase in July of 2013 (for the 2013-14 school year), but we can say that we have held 

increases to a minimum since that increase. 

Third, there was concern about school hours and our tardy policy.  School days (180) are determined by the Ministry 

of Education.  We must schedule 180 contact days with students.  This works reasonably well for us as the American 

curriculum requires 180 days for instruction (minimum).  However, please also recognize that we do not have 180 full 

days.  First, our day is less than 8 hours with a 50 minute lunch for middle and high school students.  Second, our day 

is shortened by two hours each day of Ramadan.  Third, we have early dismissal days.  These factors mean that we 

are well short of 180 8-hour days needed for the American curriculum.  So, students do experience a little bit of home-

work as a result of continuing progress through the standards.   

With respect to the tardy policy, students are allowed to be late TWO times each month with no penalty.  This is our 

endeavor to accommodate for traffic or other morning emergencies.  After that, they are asked to wait outside.  

Please know that overall our attendance is excellent with 21% achieving perfect attendance in Quarter 1.  However, 

there is a select group that arrives late nearly each and every day.  Our hope is the impact on classes helps change a 

long standing pattern and not disrupt learning for students who are able to arrive on time regularly. 


