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MIS is: 

 Internationally accredited 

by AdvancED 

 Nationally accredited by 

QNSA 

 Licensed to operate in 

Qatar 

 Providing the American 

curriculum based on the 

Common Core       

Standards 

 Welcomes students, 

teachers and families of 

all nationalities. 

Dear Parents, 

January marks the halfway point of the school year.  It is a time to look forward and look 

back, so this newsletter has a little of both.  It is also a wonderful time to set goals for the 

new year, including goals for helping your child in school.  Do you know their current 

grade?  How about their attendance?  When is their next major test or project?  What is 

their exam schedule?  How can you contact the teacher?  We hope you will continue to 

take an active role in your child’s education.  Your questions are always welcome. 

Please take a look at the semester exam schedule on page 8.  This is the big event of 

January. 

Then, after exams, we take a short break (one week) from January 25-February 2.   

Second semester begins Sunday, February 3 at 7:15 a.m.! 

Dr. Sue, Head of School 

Semester Exams start soon! 

Please use the exam preparation 

guides in One Drive to ensure your 

student is ready. 
NEASC    

Candidacy 

NEASC shared with us 

that we have now been   

added to their website as 

a candidate school. 

https://cie.neasc.org/cie-

school-directory 

Chairman Welcomes 

USA Guests 

Our beloved Chairman, Mr. Salem,    

welcomed guest students and their 

teachers to MIS in mid-December.   

The students from the USA stayed with 

us for one week.  Then, in April over our 

Spring Break, they will receive our     

students to their homes in Connecticut. 

A special thank you to our Chairman for 

his support of the exchanges to the 

USA, China and Czech Republic.  Also, 

thank you to all the host families for   

welcoming students to their homes! 

https://cie.neasc.org/cie-school-directory
https://cie.neasc.org/cie-school-directory


Core Values     

Responsibility, Integrity,  

Community, Empathy 

Teacher Feature:   

Ms. Alaa Magdy Sharaf started her career as 
an assistant English instructor at the Achieve-
ment Program at the American    University of 
Sharjah, after gaining a Bachelor in English 
Language and Literature from the American 
University of Sharjah, UAE.  During her time 
as a student, she volunteered in Nepal for 
charity work, she published a journal article 
about Registers in formal and informal set-
tings. Additionally, she interned at the          
International House as a substitute teacher.  

She then went on to earn her teaching      
qualification by completing the Cambridge 
English Language Teaching Association 
(CELTA) at the International House, Doha. She then continued her Post-graduate 
degree in Teaching English as a Second Language (TESOL) at the American Univer-
sity of Sharjah, UAE. She continued working as IELTS/TOEFL instructor at the 
Achievement program till mid 2018.  

She is starting her twelfth year in Qatar and has joined MIS as the Middle School 
ESL, Language Arts and English teacher. She is also the coordinator of the Middle 
School MUN and Book Club. 

Middle School  

Self-Portraits 

Congratulations Mr. Alsayed! 

Congratulations to Mr. Alsayed, our Head 

of the World Language Department, who 

has completed training with the Oxford 

Training College of London.  In addition to 

his bachelor’s and master degrees, Mr. 

Alsayed sought advanced training to be-

come a Training Specialist.   

His certifications allow him to train other 

department chairs of Arabic and Islamic 

Studies as he is now a Trainer of Trainers. 

And, of course, we know that this training 

will benefit MIS both through his work with our teachers and our students. 

Thank you for being a lifelong learner and advancing our belief that “learning is the 

work, together.” 

TIMMS 

In March, students in Grades 4 and 8 are required by the Ministry of Education to 

complete the TIMMS exam.  TIMMS is a worldwide test that compares students in 

Qatar to students around the world and is used by the Ministry’s assessment        

division to improve schools in Qatar.  TIMMS tests students in the areas of math 

and science.   

Please watch for information that will be sent directly to you, if you are a parent of a 

student in Grade 4 or 8. 



January Events 

January 6 

School Resumes after Winter Break 

January 15 

MS/HS Semester Exams begin—see schedule 

on page 8. 

January 24 

Early Dismissal @ 12:30 p.m. (Teachers will be 

involved in workshops in the afternoon exam-

ining data.) 

January 24 

End of First Semester 

January 25-February 2 

No School—Semester Break 

February 3 

Start of Semester 2 

February 12 

NO SCHOOL—National Sports Day 

February 14 

Early Dismissal @ 12:30 p.m. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Website 

Www.misqatar.com 

Student Absences 

What do you do if your child needs to leave school? 

Call us.  Only a parent phone call can excuse a child 

from school.  Calls from nannies or drivers will not be 

accepted by the school.  We want to ensure that you are 

in control of when/if your student is absent—not student, 

nanny, family friend or driver. 

Questions? 

If you have a question about anything at school, please 

email any one of the principals or Dr. Sue.  We are happy 

to assist you.   

School is a little different now than many years ago and 

different than independent schools.  We are happy to ex-

plain why we do some things and take your suggestions. 

Fees 

Semester 2 fee payments are due on or before Feb-

ruary 28, 2018.  February 28, 2018 is the final day to 

pay fees prior to any late charges being added. 

Thank you to the many parents who have been diligent 

with your payments.  It is much appreciated! 

And, as always, if there are unique, extenuating circum-

stances, please communicate with Mr. Hussain in the 

Business Office.   

One Drive 

Your link to One Drive works for the entire school year!   

Please use it regularly to access weekly plans and other 

communications. 

College Planning 

Each month, high school students have many opportuni-

ties to talk with universities from around the world during 

their lunch period at MIS.  However, a recent field tip to 

QNCC allowed the high school juniors to explore a wide 

variety of universities.  Here, one of our Grade 11 students 

talks with one of the state universities from Turkey about 

their campus in Northern Cyprus. 



December Students  

of the Month 
 

KG—Rowana Khaled Hamdy Elgazzar 

1—Ahmed Ashraf Ahmed 

2—Al Jori Ali Al Najjar 

3—Mohammed Talal Darwish 

4—Isa Hardiyanto Kuntadi 

5—Gregory Zach Ybanez 

6—Layan Ahmad Suleiman Alsalmi 

7—Lei Francesca Cuaderno Mariano 

8—Lian Carlo Mercardo 

9—Sadaf Aftab Ahmed 

10—Mohrraty Raymond Nassif Barsoum 

11—Reem Nabil Abdelkawy Elshabasy 

12—Resnanda Rafa Kurniawan 

 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.   

Student Trip—China 

Eight students were chosen to participate in the 2nd trip to our   

sister school in China.  Congratulations to these students!  We 

know they will be excellent ambassadors to China.  Due dates for 

final, full payment were on December 20.   

Student Trip—USA 

Nine students were chosen to participate in the USA trip.       

Students will be touring New York City and visit our sister 

school in Connecticut.  Due dates for final, full payment were on 

December 20.   Anie.Uthup@misqatar.com 

Student Trip—Czech Republic 

Seventeen students were chosen to participate in the trip to the 

Czech Republic.  Students will be performing community service 

(30 hours) as well as touring historical sites.  Three teachers will 

be accompanying the trip.   Tessy.Manalil@misqatar.com 

Grade 7 Girls Basketball 

Grade 7 Girls recently participated in the Qatar 

Olympic basketball opportunity.  MIS participates 

in many one-time events to provide opportunities 

for leadership, teamwork,  responsibility, and 

building our community. 

Online Testing 

Simple tests or quizzes can be 

given online.  It is a means of us-

ing technology within the instruc-

tional program to meet our vision 

as well as helping meet our goals 

of academic integrity.  Here, 

Grade 11 students take a brief 

online grammar quiz using their 

personal devices. 

Parent Concerns 

The Ministry of Education has opened a parent complaint portal 

for all private schools in Qatar.  The URL is: 

http://www.privateschools.edu.gov.qa 

One of the first questions on the portal is, “Have you registered 

your concern with the appropriate school management?”   

As always, we have a strong desire to serve you and provide 

your student with the best. 

Contacting your child’s teacher and if not resolved, a principal is 

the first step to a successful partnership.  Beyond that, if you feel 

that a complaint to the Ministry is necessary, you may enter your 

complaint through the private schools portal. 



Email 

As a part of our service to you, we 

provide our correspondence via 

email.  Please make sure that we 

have your updated email.  If you 

do not receive anything from us, 

please send an email with your 

child’s name and grade to: 

 misadmin@misqatar.com  

School Calendar for 2018-19 

As always, we begin working on the next school year in January.  

We hope to share the calendar for 2019-20 with you by March 1, 

2019.   This depends on receiving accurate information from the 

Ministry of Education in a timely manner. 

We know you are eager to make plans! 

 

Examining Research 

at the Next Level 

Students in Grades 10, 11, and 12   

recently visited the Qatar University 

Research Complex to attend research 

presentations. 

School Literacy Competition 

Students recently participated in the School Literacy.  Tair  

Kezdekbayev (Grade 9) took third place in the essay writing part 

of the contest.  He is pictured in the group photo at right. 

Weather Reminder 

Just a reminder as the weather gets a little chilly.  

The following are the opening times for various 

parts of our school facility. 

6:30 a.m. Opening of the gate for entrance to the 

    blue canopy 

6:45 a.m. Large gates open for entry to the      

    court yard 

6:55 a.m.  School building opens 

There are parents who chose to drop their children 

off as early as 6:00 a.m.  We have been clear that 

we do not provide child care before school. 

Please be thoughtful of your child’s needs and 

weather conditions as you drop them off in the 

morning to an unsupervised location. 

Business Office 

The Business Office will be open during the December school 

holiday from 8-1 p.m. each day.  

If you are ready to make your second semester school pay-

ment, we are ready to receive it! 

Investing in MIS 

There are always new things be added to MIS in order to pro-

vide better services and of course, there are some regular and 

usual things that need to be done to maintain our school: 

 Water tank cleaning over the break 

 New projectors for classroom use coming soon 

 New laptops for student use 

 New TV screen in reception to announce upcoming 

events for you 



 

Grade 10 Learns about Brains 

As students work on projects, they develop many “soft skills” that 

employers desire.  In Grade 10, students developed representa-

tions highlighting what they felt were the most important parts of 

their learning about the human brain.  Typically, and in the past, 

learning was demonstrated by taking a test at the end of learning.  

Now, assessment is so much more and replicates the work we all 

do every day by producing products of learning and even as-

sessing our own learning.  As students become more proficient in 

self-directed learning, they become less dependent on the teacher 

for every answer and more self-directed, pursuing learning with 

eager interest. 

Grade 10 Field Trip—Women’s Health Center 

Students in Grade 10 had the opportunity to explore the Women’s Health and Wellness Center during their recent Open 

House.  Various departments at the center conducted experiments that demonstrated 

for our students how their department plays a vital role in the diagnosis and research  

to improve women’s health issues. 

Elementary Artists at Work 



Appreciation Day 

Each year, our community recognizes and appreciates the 

hard work of our custodians, cleaners, drivers, and security in 

two ways.  First, in the fall, we have an Appreciation Day 

where each staff member is treated to a lunch and receives a  

small bit of money.  Second, during Ramadan, our students 

organize an Iftar for all the wonderful people who help us. 

Thank you to the KG students for making cards, the elemen-

tary students for organizing the thank you ceremony, the mid-

dle school students for the luncheon, and the high school stu-

dents for a wonderful video celebrating our helpers as individ-

uals who are a valuable part of our school community! 

 

Grade 9—Engineering 

Grade 9 recently had the chance to experience 

Engineering for Kids as a fieldtrip.  They created 

rockets and robots both as a science/math        

activity, but also to showcase many careers. 

Astronomy Olympiad 

Students have been taking the opportunity to visit 

Qatar’s new planetarium at Katara as preparation to 

participate in the Astronomy Olympiad.   

2nd Semester Admission 

By January 2019, we are open to receive new applications for 

the second semester! 

You can download the admission packet from the website un-

der Quicklinks. 

Admission is subject to seat availability and other requirements 

for consideration. 



Exam Schedule/Information for Elementary Parents 

At the end of January, students in Grades 6-12 will be taking first semester exams.  Students should begin preparing 

in December.  Exams are 30% of the semester grade. 

Teachers are required to post in One Drive their exam preparation sheet no later than December 16. 

Students in KG-Grade 5 will have normal school days during the exam schedule.  However, there is early dismissal on 

January 24 at 12:30 p.m. for elementary students. 

All middle and high school students must make arrangements to leave after the exams.  The school will not 

have supervision and students are expected to be studying at home for the following day as review sessions 

will be completed prior to exams. 

We encourage you to maintain a regular schedule for KG-Grade 5 students.  KG-Grade 5 have regular classes during 

the exam time. We want them to stay for the full school day each and every day.  In order to take a brother or sister 

who is KG-Grade 5 before dismissal, the parents must complete the permission form for the younger child.   

Please email the classroom teacher or principal if you have questions about your child’s schedule. 

Date of Exam Time Schedule 

January 15th  

Tuesday 
 Normal School Day 

AP Psychology/Calculus/AP Environmental Sciences 

12:00-2:00 p.m. exam or students enrolled in above 

January 16th  

Wednesday 
Normal School Day 

AP Chemistry/AP Biology/AP Physics 

12:00-2:00 p.m. exam or students enrolled in above 

January 17th  

Thursday 
Normal School Day 

Islamic Studies Exam during first hour for Grades 6-12 

AP Lit and Comp exam from 12:00-2:00 p.m. 

January 20th 

Sunday 

7:30 am – 9:30 am 

  

Math 

Student dismissal at 9:30 a.m. 

January 21st  

Monday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

World Language 

Student dismissal at 9:30 a.m. 

January 22nd 

Tuesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Science 

Student dismissal at 9:30 a.m. 

January 23th 

Wednesday 
7:30 am – 9:30 am 

Language Arts 

Student dismissal at 9:30 a.m. 

January 24th 

Thursday 
7:30 am-9:30 am 

Social Studies/AP Macroeconomics 

Student dismissal at 9:30 a.m. 

On exam days, please make arrangements to pick up your Grade 6-12 child immediately after exams.               

Parents are responsible for the safe collection of students in Grades 6-12.  The school allows all students in 

Grades 6-12 to leave after exams. 

School bus riders Grades 6-12 can continue to take the bus and leave at 12:15 pm with the KG students. School bus 

riders that are staying back till 12:15 can utilize their time to review for the next day’s exam in rooms assigned by 

school principals.  

Kindly review the exam dismissal slip carefully for KG-Grade 5 students.  Again, KG-Grade 5 have normal 

classes scheduled each and every day, except for the early dismissal on January 24.  We encourage them to 

remain in school for their learning during the middle/high school exam week. 



Students Rehearsing for Qatar      

National Day 

Looking back, we began preparations for Qatar National Day in early 

December. 

Middle School Music 

Students in the middle school have a semes-

ter of music and a semester of art at each 

grade level.  This offers students the chance 

to explore both vocal and instrumental music.   

Students who are even more interested can 

pursue the school band or vocal music club. 

Connecticut Sister School Visits MIS in December 

Each year, we have an exchange that brings students from the USA to Qatar and sends our students to the USA.  

Trip planning starts nearly a year in advance of student travel.  Below, you can see some pictures from the exchange.   

A special THANK YOU to all the host families here in Qatar and in the USA for making this possible! 

World Language  

Our World Language Teachers,   

under the guidance of Mr. Alsayed, 

are developing new skills.            

December 13 was active learning to 

enhance their work with students. 



Successful School Fair is Project-Based Learning 

Our seniors and their teacher, Ms. Rania, were the primary source of creativity, problem-solving and critical thinking for 

our first-ever School Fair.  As a class project, the details and the picture planning challenged our students entrepre-

neurial skills as well as built leadership, public speaking, collaborative work, and many other skills.  The product was 

the outstanding School Fair.  

Students developed a website, Instagram account, provided postings to our Facebook account, created YouTube vide-

os, and much more as part of their instructional technology class.  The School Fair became the ultimate final exam as 

students had to apply their learning from the first weeks of school to a real life event. 

One detail was the fabulous posters they developed using their technology skills.   

Qatari Students Share Qatari Culture 

As part of the        

National Day cel-

ebration during 

the school day, 

our Qatari stu-

dents shared a  

little about their 

culture. 



School Bus Policy 

It is the middle of the year and a reminder about our School Bus Policy is needed.  Please review the following with 

your child if they are a bus rider and remember the three basic rules:  sit in seat, hands to self and quiet voice.   

In order to help young students practice these rules, we encourage the use of the SAME language in your family car 

so that students can always ride safely.  Sit in seat, hands to self, quiet voice. 

Bus Rules: 

 The bus driver is in charge of the bus and all its passengers who are to follow the instructions and directions of the driver. 

 Students will be courteous to classmates and the bus driver. 

 Parents are responsible for any damage done to the buses by their children. 

 Students are to ride their assigned bus and to be discharged at their designated stop.  

 Students will be at their designated bus stop on time. 

 Students will follow safety rules at the bus stops. In particular: 

 As the school bus approaches a bus stop, students are to stand and wait at a safe distance for the bus to stop completely and for the door 
to open before approaching the bus. 

 Students are not to interfere with anyone passing to or from a seat. 

 Students will not stand while the bus is in motion. 

 The emergency door will only be opened in emergencies. 

 Students assigned to a seat by the bus driver are to sit in it. 

 Fighting is not allowed on the school bus. 

 There will be no throwing of objects on the bus. 

 Students will not play musical instruments on the bus. 

 Students will not eat on the bus. 

Procedures for Handling Misconduct on School Buses: 

1. When an incident occurs, the driver will pull the bus to the side of the road and stop the bus with lights flashing. The driver will then warn the 
person(s) involved to stop their behavior and continue en route, if possible. No driver may discharge any student en route, unless it is the stu-
dent’s authorized stop. 

2. The driver must report immediately all cases of misconduct and bus damage to the building principal or busing supervisor in writing utilizing 
the appropriate form. 

3. The principal or busing supervisor will determine whether a student will be suspended from riding the bus.  

4. Bus drivers will issue verbal warnings to students before writing an incident report. 

5. Incident reports are written at the discretion of the bus driver. In each case, the bus driver will give the student verbal warnings so that the 
student understands that what he or she is doing is distracting the driver. Any rules and regulations that are broken are considered an incident 
and may be reported as such. Incident reports are made out.  The original is turned in to the principal or bus supervisor. The principal or bus 
supervisor sends one copy to the parents stating what action the school has taken.  Incident reports will be kept on file in the school office. 

6. Students may be suspended from riding the bus for a minimum of one week for: 

· Swearing or obscene gestures to the bus driver, Striking or spitting on the bus driver, Bus driver being hit by a flying object, Distraction of the 
school bus, Opening the emergency door, Three incident reports, Lighting matches on the school bus, Smoking on the school bus, Fighting or 
hitting, Not sitting in assigned seat, Unauthorized possession of a weapon such as a knife, club, etc. 

*In addition, the school retains the discretion to suspend a student for any unsafe behavior not listed above. 

7. Students suspended from riding the bus, after the parents have been notified, will not be allowed to ride any school bus to and from school. 
The parents will be expected to provide transportation. 

Contact No. of Bus Supervisor: 70785098 / 55634123  



School Fair Celebrating 25 Years of Wonderful Success 

Our first-ever School Fair was a wonderful success!  Thank you to all who participated to make the event outstanding:  seniors, custodial 

staff,   electricians, leadership team, and teachers.  A special thank you to Ms. Rania who was the primary organizer!  It was a lovely evening 

for our families and a tremendous learning experience for all involved.  We hope to enjoy this as an annual event. 

Please enjoy the pictures below as our community enjoyed the evening and some pictures from the morning as well as students celebrated 

National Day at school. 

Happy National Day!!! 



We Love Qatar 


