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School starts at 7:15 a.m. 

Being on time helps students develop lifelong habits for the world 

of work and ensures a smooth, organized start to their day.  This is 

important as young learners build habits of working and learning in 

classrooms.  Being on time means arriving at about 7:00 a.m. so 

that there is time to put books and lunches down before class. 

School Ends at 2:00 p.m. 

Please pick up on time.   

Why is being     

accredited        

important? 

Being accredited shows the staff 

and school commitment to excel-

lence.  Like students, staff should 

always be engaged in growing and 

developing professionally.  I’ve 

heard the analogy, “Would you 

want your doctor to operate on you 

the same way she did ten years 

ago?”  The answer is obviously, 

“No.”  In education, although there 

are some tried and true methods, 

our field continues to change and 

our continuous improvement 

drives how well students achieve. 

Core Values:       

Responsibility, Integrity, 

Community, Empathy 

Welcome New Students!! 

The majority of our 815 students have arrived and settled into the routines 

of school.  This year, we processed approximately 270 admission          

requests.  From this, 152 students were accepted including our 50 newest 

KG1 students.  Accepted are of the following nationalities: 

American=6 Bangladeshi=1 Brazilian=7 Croatian=1 

Egyptian=42 Filipino=6 Indian=2 Iranian=2 

Jordanian=26 Lebanese=3 Libyan=2 Malaysian=1 

Nigerian=1 Pakistani=5 Palestinian=3 Qatari=18 

Saudi=1 Sudanese=10 Syrian=13 Yemeni=2 

We want to welcome each of these students and their 

families!  Thank you for making MIS your choice and 

continuing your child’s education with us. 

All families who apply move through the admissions process including the 

admission testing.  Some families apply to multiple schools or have a 

change in plans, while others pursue a seat at MIS and start school with 

us in the fall.  Several grade levels are closed for admission as of Septem-

ber 9, as they are full.  We work hard to keep class sizes small and/or 

moderate and provide teacher assistants in the lower elementary.   

We pride ourselves on continuing to be a diverse, international represen-

tation of Qatar striving to be competitive in the international community. 



October  

October 4 

World Teacher Day! 

October 11 

Early Release at 12:30 p.m. 

October 25 

Book Character Day 

(KG and Elementary only) 

October 28 and 29 

NO SCHOOL—Fall  Break 

November 1 

End of Quarter 1 

November 8 

First Quarter Parent-Teacher    

Conferences 

(early student dismissal) 

Save the Dates 

Our school calendar is filled with wonderful events we hope you, as par-

ents, will join!  Please watch the upcoming newsletters for specifics. 

 December—Foundation Day/Qatar National Day (evening events) 

 February —Sports Day at various levels (school day events) 

 March—International Day events (school day events) 

 May—Academic Night (evening events) 

 May—Elementary, Middle and High School Recognition Events 

(school day events) 

This is, of course, in addition to parent-teacher conferences.   

Parent Survey 

Please watch for our Parent Survey coming in late October.  Surveys 

are a way for you to give us feedback on how we are doing as well as 

valuable suggestions to improve our services. 

Our Staff 

This year we welcomed new staff to our MIS family.  Each brings out-

standing credentials in the area they are working in.  As parents exam-

ine schools, they often ensure the school is licensed and accredited (as 

we are).  But, another quality to look at is whether teachers are teach-

ing in their area of certification or if they have a teaching background.  

Each of the new members of our staff (and 100% of the current, 

veteran staff) are teaching in their area of certification.   

Like our students, our new staff comes from all over the world including:  

Belarus, Philippines, USA, Morocco, Palestine, Tunisia, India, Pakistan, 

and Great Britain! 

First Fire Drill 

Our first fire drill will be held early in     

October. Students will be prepared in        

advance by classroom teachers to       

ensure that they understand their roles 

and responsibilities.   

As parents, you can anticipate several 

more drills as we master our safety pro-

cedures and work toward keeping our 

825+ students safe. 

Email 

As a part of our service to you, we pro-

vide our correspondence via email.   

Please make sure that we have your 

updated email. 

If you do not receive anything from us, 

please send an email to  

misadmin@misqatar.com 

with your child’s name and grade/section. 

When we have your email, you receive: 

 Lesson Plans 

 Newsletters 

 Special Announcements 

 Event Updates 



Extra Help? 

Because your student is enrolled in a college-preparatory American 

curriculum school, they may sometimes need extra help.  Specifical-

ly, we see in our new enrollments a general weakness in math as 

they join us from other schools. 

How can they get extra help? 

#1  Ask the classroom teacher for a specific time for specific help. 

#2  For middle school students, teachers offer remedial assistance 

  during the student lunch.   

#3  Ask the teacher for a recommendation of a strong student in  

  their subject who may be able to assist. 

For our students in Grades KG2-Grade 5, automaticity is needed.  At 

home, parents can drill with flashcards the addition, subtraction, mul-

tiplication and simple division facts.  This will help future math 

achievement a great deal!! 

For other questions, please consult your classroom teacher. 

25th Anniversary Clock Unveiled 

You may have noticed the beautiful clock added to the front of the building shortly before school started.  This 

clock was added to celebrate our 25th Anniversary as a school serving the nation and children of Qatar.  We 

are proud of the legacy we have created together, over a long period of time.   



China Trip Planning Continues 

Mr. Jimmy held the first meeting with interested students during the 

high school lunch on September 19.  At the meeting, a general itiner-

ary for the trip, qualifications for consideration, and deadlines were 

shared.  As we are still researching costs, a tentative cost was 

shared.  Parents who would like a copy of the tentative plan can 

email Mr. Jimmy at:  jimmy.jose@misqatar.com 

If you have an interested student, the option is open to all students in 

Grades 9-12.  Because this is the second trip to China, we will be 

keeping the group small, 10-12 students at the most. 

Parents have asked if they can attend.  The answer is “no.”  Trips are 

planned for students to stay with host families and experience the op-

portunity of learning while living (briefly) abroad.  The decision to al-

low your child to travel on a school trip should not be undertaken 

lightly—maturity, a level of independence and an interest in learning 

about other cultures are key factors.   

Books 

If you have not received your students books, please check with the 

Accounts Office.  Payment must be made prior to the school issuing 

books.  Books are here. 

Email Problems 

If you are not receiving our emails, please check your SPAM. 

This can be the problem. 

Additionally, if you have given us a business email address, the busi-
ness may have filters in place that do not allow us to send to 
you at work.  It is best to provide us with your personal email. 

Finally, if you are still not receiving, send us an email at: 

misadmin@misqatar.com 

This will open the channel between your email and ours. 

You may also set an appointment with Mr. Baiju to resolve your 
email problem or access to One Drive. 

DEADLINE: 

All student fees are past due. 

A sincere thank you to the    

80%+ of our parents who have 

already paid their fees.  We    

appreciate that you have taken 

care of this so that we can   

continue to provide your child 

the very best. 

USA Trip Planning 

Continues 

Ms. Anie held the first meeting with interest-

ed students during the high school lunch on 

September 19.  At the meeting, a general 

itinerary for the trip, qualifications for con-

sideration, and deadlines were shared.  As 

we are still researching costs, a tentative 

cost was shared.  Parents who would like a 

copy of the tentative plan can email Ms. 

Anie at:  anie.uthup@misqatar.com 

If you have an interested student, the option 

is open to all students in Grades 9-12.  Be-

cause this is the second trip to USA, we will 

be keeping the group small, 10-12 students 

at the most. 

Parents have asked if they can attend.  The 

answer is “no.”  Trips are planned for      

students to stay with host families and    

experience the opportunity of learning while 

living (briefly) abroad.  The decision to allow 

your child to travel on a school trip should 

not be undertaken lightly—maturity, a level 

of independence and an interest in learning 

about other cultures are key factors.   



September Students  

of the Month 

KG—Areen Omar Ghazi Ahmad  

1—Hamza Islam Aly Aboutaleb 

2—Besan Sami Hamzeh Barqawi 

3—Tara Tadic 

4—Kinan Sami Hamzeh Barqawi 

5—Haneen Ahmed Massoud Ammer 

6—Aiza Asad Bhatti 

7—Carlos Mari Bisenio 

8—Ranyshia Wiley Agpalasin 

9—Gusti Faturahman Rais 

10—Dana Alaa Wasfi 

11—Andrea Bettina Villanueva 

12—Mohamad Zaina 

Thank you to these outstanding students for 

being role models socially and academically 

for their peers.  They helped us start our 

school year in a very positive way! 

Teacher Feature:          

Ms. Shondale Pagano 

Ms. Pagano started her 

teaching career as an 

ESL teacher in Italy.  

Upon returning to the 

USA, she went back to 

university and earned 

her Bachelor of Arts in 

International Politics and 

Spanish.  Then, she 

went on to earn her 

Teaching Credential in 

Social Science. She 

worked in a high school 

in a suburb of Los      

Angeles teaching     

Modern World History, US History, Government and AP      

English. She was also a Lead Teacher in the school’s Health 

Academy. While teaching there, she was selected for two      

Fulbright scholarships and had the opportunity to teach in     

Urban Schools in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and learning about 

Islam in Morocco.  She was also a grant recipient from the    

National Council for the Teaching of Economics, “Teaching 

Economics in [the country of] Georgia,” and earned a National 

Endowment of Humanities grant to do historical research at 

Churchill College in Cambridge, England.  Her last year in Los 

Angeles she won the prestigious Economics Teacher of the 

Year Award for all of California.  

She is  starting her seventh year in Qatar. At MIS, Ms. 

Shondale teaches high school World History, US History, AP 

Micro/Macro Economics and AP Psychology. Additionally, she 

is currently pursuing her master’s in economics. She also 

serves MIS as the Model United Nations (MUN) Director and 

started the robotics program.  

Thank you Ms. Shondale for bringing your talent and skills to 

MIS and serving our students with dedication each day! 

Water Bottle 

All students should have a water bottle for use in PE and 

throughout the day.  The school provides several water   

dispensers throughout the building.  However, students should 

be filling a water bottle and drinking regularly.  This helps the 

body and brain function at its best! 

Top Nationalities at MIS 

MIS prides itself on being international and having 

a diverse student and staff population.  We believe 

that by working together, we are a strong school 

community!  This year, students from the following 

countries represent the enrollment at MIS: 

1. Egyptian 

2. Jordanian 

3. Qatari 

4. American 

5. Syrian, Sudanese and Filipino 



MAP Testing 

During the month of October, your child will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®). We give 

students MAP tests to determine your child’s instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the 

school year.  The test also measures your child’s progress from year to year in the areas of math, reading, and lan-

guage.  Students from around the world take the MAP test and we can compare our students with native English 

speakers and many other countries.  

Your child will take the tests on a computer during the regular school day.  These tests are not counted toward the 

student grades at MIS, but are used to determine honors courses at the high school level. 

For more testing information, please see the following links: 

A Parent’s Guide to MAP 

https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2016/06/Parent-Guide-to-MAP.pdf 

Parent Toolkit 

https://www.nwea.org/parent-toolkit/ 

What is a Reading Level? 

If your child is in elementary school, elementary teachers completed an important reading assessment in early     

September.  This assessment tells us the reading level of your child. 

It is important to know the reading level so that you can ensure the child is reading books at their level.  Books that 

are too hard will frustrate the child and they may give up.  Books that are too easy do not help the child grow. 

You can email your teacher to learn the reading level. 

As a general guideline, MIS expects students to read at the following levels: 

   Levels A-C are about kindergarten. 

   Levels D-J are about Grade 1. 

   Levels J-M are about Grade 2. 

   Levels M-P are about Grade 3. 

   Levels P-R are about Grade 4. 

   Levels R-Z are about Grade 5. 

Reading level changes throughout the school year, but it is important to be in the range of the grade level. 

Reading at home, for pleasure, is the best way to grow as a reader.  Practice, like in any sport or activity, 

makes you better at something! 

And, we know children must read at their “just right” level. 

Please talk with your teacher at the beginning of the year.  Reading is fundamental to all other subjects and we know 

that students who do not develop as readers by Grade 3 experience significant DECLINE in their ability to 

do schoolwork. 



Meet the School Counselor 

Asiya Ateeq is joining us as a school counselor from India.  She has experience 

working in international schools with elementary through high school students in 

both India and Qatar.  

She believes in supporting mental health through various types of counselling and 

behavioral modification techniques as well as personality development seminars.  

Her role is to identify and develop effective coping strategies related to depression, 

anxiety, examination fear and interpersonal-intrapersonal relationships.  She has 

achieved positive results with hands-on experience and use of reality therapy,  

cognitive / behavioral and student-centered therapy.  She emphasizes confidential-

ity, and is unconditionally positive towards each individual in order to encourage 

respect and acceptance.  She will help our students see that what they have in 

common is greater than their differences. 

You can contact Ms. Asiya at:  Asiya.Ateeq@misqatar.com 

Helping Children Cope with Transitions 

Children report that moving schools or classes can cause great anxiety. When parents, students and teachers     

collaborate, more opportunities for growth along with smooth transition are sure to happen.   

LET STUDENTS TAKE CHARGE OF THINGS GRADUALLY 

As the child grows up, start assigning tasks to him or her. Let them be independent slowly and steadily and encour-

age them to do small tasks like clean up after themselves, maintain their school bags and handing you any commu-

nication the teacher sent home.  Students should be able to do this by the end of Grade 1.  Starting with these small 

tasks helps children become independent and efficient, and it also increases their self esteem in the long run.  

Plus, you will be raising a child who does not need an adult for every small thing, but a child who can and does 

parts of a daily routine as per his/her ability.  After this small independence grows, you would soon hear,  “Mom, let 

me help you” with more of the chores. 

DO NOT EVER GIVE UP ON YOUR CHILD, NOT ON HIS FACE 

Whenever you feel the child is not able to do a thing well even after many tries, saying ‘forget about it’ or ‘leave it’ 

just worsens the case. A child should never feel that something is too big to bother them, but that every problem has 

a solution; some problems we can deal with alone and in some, asking for help is good.  

Break large tasks into small steps.  For young children, (KG-Grade 2) give tasks one at a time leading to the com-

pletion of something big.  For example, teach a bedtime routine by asking a child to go brush their teeth.  Do this for 

one week.  Then, ask them to brush their teeth and change into pajamas.  Do this for a week.  Finally, ask them to 

brush their teeth, change into pajamas and climb into bed.  Celebrate their ability to follow a 3-step direction by 

sharing a good book, turning out the lights, and letting them fall asleep knowing you love and care for them! 

Build independence in gradual steps! 



How Can I Make the School Year Successful? 

Good communication!  Good communication involves two or more people.  You, your child and the teacher must be 

involved.  Share with your child that you support the teacher and have high expectations of them this year! 

 Ensure your child attends school each and every day!  We have very few early dismissal days. (See the 

school calendar on our website for reference.) 

 Talk with the teacher first.  Teachers are your best resource for information about your child.  Ask lots 

of questions! 

 Try to understand the teacher’s expectations.  Our teachers are highly qualified and are certified specific to their 

grade level.  They know how young children develop and have expectations for students’ study skills,             

organization and academic skills.   

 Work with the teacher as a partner to establish organizational skills for students—This starts by being 

responsible with simple things like books and pencils in Grade 1. 

 Understand your child’s current progress and how that progress will translate to a grade. 

 Please do not expect a response on the weekend.  Teachers need time with their families too! 

 Please understand teachers may not give their personal contact information.  The school requires all teachers 

use their school email for parent communication. 

If Communication is Key, Where Do I Find… 

Email Addresses for all Staff...Please check the website.  Email for all staff are listed as a link in the upper 

right corner called Quicklinks. 

Lesson Plans…By now, you received a link to One Drive.  Please use the link to access all the lesson plans relat-

ed to your child.  We do not send hardcopies or individual emails; we count on parents to use their link and email 

account!  Your link to One Drive is good all year...save it, and use it again and again. 

Grades...The best source for a current update is the teacher.  Otherwise, report cards are provided four 

times each year in hard copy. 

Attendance Information...Email your child ’s principal for any concerns with attendance.  The principal emails 

can be found on the leadership team page of the website and through the link to all staff emails in the upper right 

corner of the website under Quicklinks. 

School Calendar...Check the website.  It is in the upper right corner under Quicklinks. 

Early Dismissal Dates….Check the website.  Early dismissal dates are listed on the school calendar. 

General Information...Check the monthly newsletter.  The current and past issues of the newsletter are all 

on the website. 

Tuition Payments/Financial/Books/Busing...Stop by the Accounts Office during business hours on school 

days (7:00-2:30 p.m.). 

Admissions...Check the website for the admissions packet and talk with Ms. Katrina. 



The Middle and High School Brain 

Here are five interesting facts about the teenage brain shared by neurologist Dr. Francis Jensen. 

1. Teenage brains and adult brains are not the same.  Teenage brains make connections much easier and so, they 

learn much quicker. 

2. The brain is not done developing until the mid-late 20’s.  The brain is the last organ in the 

body to fully mature.  So, think about the young man who grows a lot between age 10-

25.  His brain is also growing from a young boy to adult. 

3. Teenagers are not more resilient than adults. In fact, teenagers are more sensitive to 

stress. In adults, the stress hormone makes adults calmer.  In teenagers, the stress hor-

mone make teenagers more anxious. 

4. The IQ of teenagers continues to change.  Although many people think IQ is fixed at a 

young age, it is not. 

5. Teenagers are not naturally lazy.  First, the extraordinary growth happening causes them to be more fatigued.  

Second, teenage bodies release melatonin later in the evening (11 p.m.) than adults (8-9 p.m.)  

Advanced Placement 

Our Advanced Placement (AP) Courses offer stu-

dents the chance to take college courses at MIS.  

These are not honors courses, they are college 

courses.   

Students should expect difficult work that requires 

extra time and effort.  And, students are expected to 

take the AP Exam offered by College Board near the 

end of the semester. 

MIS currently has 95 students taking: 

AP Psychology 

AP English 

AP Microeconomics 

AP Macroeconomics 

AP Physics 

AP Calculus 

AP Chemistry 

AP Biology 

AP Environmental Science 

AP English Literature and Composition 

First of the College Visits 

MIS invites many universities to talk with high school stu-

dents.  These events are open to all high school students, 

primarily during the lunch/recess break.  The events are 

shared in the high school student announcements and    

usually held in the auditorium.   

In addition to the regular visits during the lunch/recess 

break, Ms. Tessy, Academic Guidance Counselor serving 

the high school, partnered to create College Week. College 

Week offered workshops on important topics like writing the 

admission essay and exposed students to colleges from 

around the world.  Thank you Ms. Tessy for creating this 

event in partnership with other local international schools! 



Art:  Vibrant Creations 

The “purpose of art is to wash the dust of daily life off our souls,” Pablo Picasso wrote.  Students in Ms. Seetha’s 

art class are actively creating art each day.  You will notice the intense concentration! 

World Teachers 

Day—October 4 

Let us express our appreciation to all 

teachers on this day!  You can make 

your own thank you cards or special 

artwork to show that you have 

thought of them. 

Teachers help 

pave your path to 

a bright future by 

providing you with 

quality education 

each day! 

University Fair 

On October 18, there will be a univer-

sity fair held during high school lunch. 

High school students are encouraged 

to make the most out of this time to 

ask questions about college applica-

tion and requirements. 

2017-18 Report Cards 

Final report cards from last school year which 

have not been collected yet will be sent home 

through your child by October 1st. 

 


